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The power of the sports platform is enormous! 1S
Sport surmounts the boundaries of race, tribe, class, age and religion that so easily

divide us and hinder the Gospel.

Sports Friends

Sports Friends, a program of SIM International, is
empowering churches and church planters to use the
universal language of sport. It partners with the local
church in reaching out to youth through sport. It is
proving a relevant and effective tool for evangelism and
discipleship.

The program began in Ethiopia in 2001 and in February
2007, Sports Friends Africa officially opened its Nigerian
office. Recently, the leaders of Sports Friends met with
church and mission leaders in Asia to see if God might
be calling them to work there. God gave them good
meetings and potential partners in many locations. The
door to Asia is wide open!

Nobody could have predicted just how effective church-
centred sports ministry would be! Today, more than 1,000
trained Ethiopian evangelists are using sports to build

relationships with youth and their families. More than
500 churches have initiated sports ministry programs,
both in the cities and in rural areas. New churches have
been planted, and thousands of people, including many
from hostile religious groups, have placed their trust in
Christ. And the sports ministry movement in Ethiopia is
still in its first lap!

Who would have thought that something as simple as a
soccer ball could open so many doors for the gospel?

If you are interested in sport and have specific skills
which can be used in sports ministry, there are numerous
opportunities to use :
these talents to build
relationships with
young people and
share your faith in
Jesus.

Current opportunities

PRF Number: 7572 (Less than a year)

Sports Evangelist [Ecuador] - What an ideal way to use your God-given talent! You can contribute
to pioneer church-planting through a sports ministry. Sport is a great way to build relationships and use
many opportunities for personal or public evangelism. PRF Number: 1580

Sports Outreach [Kenya] - Develop a sports ministry in conjunction with the local church, school
and/or mission group and help train Kenyans in the effective use of sport as an outreach to youth.

Youth Centre Sports Coordinator/Youth Leader [Ethiopia] - Here is an opportunity for
a ministry of mentoring and discipling Ethiopian young people. If you have a call and a vision for reaching
young people for Christ and helping them to grow in Him, in the context of a culturally sensitive area, this
opportunity could be for you. Our urban Youth Centre in Northern Ethiopia addresses many needs of young
people and provides opportunities for further ministry. PRF Number: 7223

Ask about other opportunities to impact young people
for Christ through Sports Ministry!
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