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Awanno is in the Ethiop ian 

highlands about 300km south-

west of Addis Ababa. Here 

farming families c ollec t their 

water from nearby c reeks. This 

projec t tra ins loc a l people to 

build  and mainta in water sup-

p lies, provid ing safe drinking 

water to c ommunities.  Spring 

c apping, hand dug wells, well 

protec tion and gravity fed 

p ipeline d istribution systems 

are the most c ommon meas-

ures c onstruc ted. 

travel long d istanc es to remote 

water supp lies, grea tly inc reasing 

their c hanc e of abuse or abduc -

tion. 

The c onstruc tion of sanita tion 

fac ilities suc h as basic  Sanp la t 

la trines, whic h c ost $8 AUD to 

build , and  c lothes washing pads, 

whic h c ost $20 AUD, c ontribute 

signific antly to keep  the d rinking 

water c lean and  useab le. Tra in-

ing c ommunity members on wa-

ter and  sanita tion reduc es c on-

tamina tion and  outb reaks of wa-

ter-rela ted  d iseases. 

La tely, c onstruc tion has been 

under way in Ethiop ia  in two par-

tic ular a reas: the ac c essing of 

sa fe water supp lies, and  the 

build ing of sanita tion fac ilities.  

The c onstruc tion and  rehabilita -

tion of wells not only p rovides a  

c ommunity with a  sa fe water 

supp ly but a lso means tha t 

women and  c hild ren are no 

longer spend ing severa l hours 

eac h day fetc hing water, when 

they c ould  be working or in 

sc hool. This is often dangerous for 

g irls in partic ula r who have to 
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Left:  The d rilling of a  sha llow well c an c ost anywhere between $7,600 and  $11,500 AUD, and  means a  sa fe 
and  ac c essib le supp ly of wa ter for  the c ommunity. 
Right: A Sanp la t la trine, a  simp le effec tive way to p revent the pollution of d rinking water.  


