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A projectto improve nutrition
and reduce poverty for the
Awi people at Injibara in
northern Bhiopia. Project staff
work with farmersand govern-
ment agriculturalists to identify
and propagate local plantsto
be used for food, animal for-
age, firewood and other
needs. Trials are also con-
ducted on non-local plants
that have the potential to yield

useful products.
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Farm familieswith whom we work
thisyear sold over 40,000 Birr
($5,056.81AUD) of fruit seedlings
during the rains. Asa result, they
have banded togetherand
formed a cooperative for fruit
and seedling sales. These sales
have meant a huge increase in
income for some of the families.
Some of the new money has
gone forbetterhousing, some for
shoesand clothing, some for
schooling codts. It hasbeen a big
step for bringing a better life to

the farm community.

Ato Getaneh with a farmer discussing a young apple seedling.

Destruction of local “tropical’
forestsisa big issue, but few are
involved in improving this stua-
tion. Thisyear the Project distrib-
uted almost 60,000 seedlings of
local species. These treeswill
eventually help with fuelwood
and building supply shortages, as
wellasprovide fodder for farm

animalsin the meantime.

Foryearswe have consdered
introducing a sawmill into the
area asa meansofimproving
the localeconomy and forest
products. Nevertheless, the im-
portation of the sawmillwas
fraught with difficulties. After
much work by Nicco, SM Ethio-
pia’stranst officer, the sawmill
finally arrived in Addisin Septem-
ber. We are in the processof dis-
cussng with the Region the de-
tailsof the use of the machine to
maximize benefit to the farm
community without threatening

indigenousforests.
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