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A projec t to improve nutrition 

and reduc e poverty for the 

Awi people at Injibara in 

northern Ethiop ia . Projec t sta ff 

work with farmers and govern-

ment agric ultura lists to identify 

and propagate loc a l p lants to 

be used for food, animal for-

age, firewood and other 

needs. Trials are a lso c on-

duc ted on non-loc a l p lants 

that have the potentia l to yield  

useful produc ts. 

Destruc tion of loc a l “ trop ic a l”  

forests is a  b ig  issue, but few a re 

involved  in improving this situa -

tion. This year the Projec t d istrib -

uted  a lmost 60,000 seed lings of 

loc a l spec ies. These trees will 

eventua lly help  with fuel wood 

and  build ing supp ly shortages, as 

well as p rovide fodder for fa rm 

anima ls in the meantime.   

For years we have c onsidered  

introduc ing a  sawmill into the 

a rea  as a  means of improving 

the loc a l ec onomy and  forest 

p roduc ts. Nevertheless, the im-

porta tion of the sawmill was 

fraught with d iffic ulties. After 

muc h work by Nic c o, SIM Ethio-

p ia ’s transit offic er, the sawmill 

fina lly a rrived  in Add is in Sep tem-

ber. We a re in the p roc ess of d is-

c ussing with the Region the de-

ta ils of the use of the mac hine to 

maximize benefit to the fa rm 

c ommunity without threa tening 

ind igenous forests.  

Farm families with whom we work 

this year sold  over 40,000 Birr 

($5,056.81AUD) of fruit seed lings 

during the ra ins. As a  result, they 

have banded together and  

formed a  c oopera tive for fruit 

and  seed ling sa les. These sa les 

have meant a  huge inc rease in 

inc ome for some of the families. 

Some of the new money has 

gone for better housing, some for 

shoes and  c lothing, some for 

sc hooling c osts. It has been a  b ig  

step  for b ringing a  better life to 

the fa rm c ommunity. 

 

Update January 2008 from Projec t Manager Mark Mac Lac hlan 
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Ato Getaneh with a  fa rmer d isc ussing a  young app le seed ling.  

 


