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HIV is the foremost threat to 

Ethiopia's economic develop-

ment and one of the most af-

fected areas is in the slums of 

the capital, Addis Ababa. The 

local Kale Heywet Church has 

started this project in part of 

the city known as Medan – 

literally 'to save'.  The main 

components are the counsel-

ling and testing clinic, the or-

phan and vulnerable children 

program and the network of 

volunteers who conduct home 

based care. Additional fund-

ing will go toward the pur-

chase of three shipping con-

tainers to be used as extra 

rooms for the clinic, medical 

equipment and salaries for a 

doctor, nurse and clinic staff. 

project trained 23 new peer edu-

cators to ensure that the 15 

schools in the area will all be 

reached. 

Focusing on peer education, HIV 

positive people in the HBC Pro-

gram were encouraged to be-

come advocates in the commu-

nity for HIV Testing. As a result, 50 

participants are now organizing 

their own committee to run an 

advocate club. They report back 

to the Medan project counsel-

lors, but have responsibility for 

the club themselves. 

As a result of such initiatives, 

there is now greater awareness 

of HIV and AIDS in the commu-

nity, and the stigma regarding it 

is slowly lessening. One of the 

project participants recently held 

a coffee ceremony where she 

was able to talk about her HIV 

status with other women. She 

said that when diagnosed 3 

years ago, the stigma would 

have made such an event un-

bearable. 

SIM HOPE for AIDS are advocat-

ing change in their community in 

Addis Ababa - change trans-

forming enough to save lives. To 

this end, a significant aspect of 

the Medan project involves pre-

ventative outreach to the com-

munity through education and 

counsellor training.   

In the final quarter of 2007, 64 

peer educators led discussions in 

schools and in the community 

that focused on behavioural 

change issues, with 640 young 

people in attendance. It is 

hoped that this focus on behav-

ioural change will have a long 

term positive impact on the num-

ber of young people being 

tested as HIV positive. 

Also during this time the Medan 

 
Update from Project Manager, Terry Early, March 2008 
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Brahani is 15. She and her 
grandmother live together, sup-
porting and encouraging each 
other through each new day. 
Their only source of income is 
the care they receive through 
the Medan ACTS Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children program. 


