In this project 300 students at
the EE/ SIM Bible Schools and
550 pastors, assistant pastors
and their wivesin the EH/ SIM
church of eastern Burkina Faso
are being trained in knowl-
edge and understanding of
HIV/AIDSand Sexually Trans-
mitted Infections (STis). Also,
the church's responsibility to-
wardsthose infected or af-
fected by HIV/AIDS, and pas-
toral care of these people.
Teaching modulesare
adapted from Fench and
translated into the Gourma
language for the Bible school
students and pastor couples.
Training of the pastorsand
wiveswill be

taking place

in the 16 re-

gions of the

EE/ SIM

church.

Update from Project Manager, Jenny Fallon, February 2008
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Thirty-three pastorsand their
wivestook part in a training
course held in Fada N'Gourma
over five days. They were trained
in the pastoral care of those
affected and infected by HIV/
AIDS and gained a general
understanding of HIV/AIDSand
sexually transmitted infections. In
turn these pastor coupleshave
the respongbility to train their
pastoral colleaguesin the differ-
ent church regionsand to sup-
port the membersof their

churchesin this ministry.

Regional training coursestook
place in twelve church regions,
at which approximately 600 peo-
ple (mostly pastorswith their

wives) were trained. Thisrepre-
sents60% of the pastor couples
of the church acrossthe country
that are now trained to pas
torally care forthose dealing

with HIV/ AIDS

Afterthe training course held in
Fada, a pastorcommented:
“Thistraining hasreally helped
me because previoudy | saw
AIDSasa curse and I wasafraid
of it. Now I can teach othersso
that they may be freed from simi-

lar fears.

“The session about preparing a
training course willbe a very use-
ful toolin our ministry. It hasgiven
me the confidence to teach my
pastor colleaguesin the area of
pastoralcare... God gave usthis
ministry and we shouldn’t see
those affected by HIV assinners.
We are all sinnersand in need of

the grace of God.”

Pastorsand their wivesbeing
trained in the town of Bogandé.
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