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Zimbabwe has suffered

through droughts, political and
economic problems. Hospitals
cannot cope and so the ma-
jority of the sick stay in bed at
home. Most families cannot
afford to buy the more expen-
sive high nutrition foods and

medicines for sick members.

This project ministers to people
living with HIV and AIDS by
training church volunteers to
minister to sick people and
those looking after them. The
sick are given assistance with
ambulance fees, prescribed
medicines, food and hospital
fees. Voluntary Counselling
and Testing is promoted
throughout the community,

and those that test HIV positive
are encouraged to form sup-
port groups to assist in living

positively with HIV.

Update from Project Manager, Caiphas Ngarivume, Apr

il 2009.

The photograph below shows
Barbra, our Home Based Care
(HBC) Officer, showing HBC vol-
unteers how to put on gloves for

infection control.

Gloves are very essential in our
HBC ministry because the volun-
teers and care givers at home
often have to bath patients,
clean their bed sores and other
wounds. Relatives also clean the
body of their dead relative, a
cultural practice that is observed

in all our communities.

All these tasks mean that gloves

are essential, but we do not

have adequate supplies of

gloves because they are expen-
sive. We got these ones from the
Mission hospital (Rusitu Hospital),
but they could only give us 2000
pairs and we have already used
600 pairs. We are looking into
how we might get a large con-

signment of them.

Below: Barbra and her helpers dem-
onstrate how to put on the hygienic
rubber gloves, and explain when and
how they are to be used.
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