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Self-help groups enable women to be-
come literate, and also empower them to
generate their own income.

This ministry is helping people Update from Project Manager, Mr Subhas Das,

in more than 120 impover-
ished villages in the northern
state of Bihar to dramatically
improve the quality of their
lives. It does so by addressing
high mother and child mortal-
ity rates, sanitation, risk be-
haviour among adolescents,
high women’s illiteracy rates,
and lack of education
amongst children. A key goal
is that of empowerment—
facilitating communities to
address their own needs
through community organisa-
tion, leveraging more func-
tional service delivery from
local government, and skills

training for income genera-

tion.

March 2010.

Mrs Tejrani Devi is a resident of
Nekardei village. Her husband
works in a chocolate factory,
but his wage is insufficient to sup-
port their five children, and con-
sequently the Devi’s accumu-
loted a debt of 10,000 Rs
($240AUD). Mrs Devi became
involved in on of the project’s
self help groups which provides
loans and helps break depend-
ency on local moneylenders
who charge exorbitant interest
rates. Through involvement in this
group she has managed to save
enough to slowly begin o repay
the dept. Having paid part of
her debt Mrs Devi took out a
loan of Rs. 8000 ($192AUD) to

buy a cow.

The family kept some of the milk

for their own use, and sold the

rest which was an increase to
their income. The cow was later
sold for 10,000 Rs ($241AUD) leav-
ing the Devi’s 2000 Rs ($48AUD)
ahead aofter repaying their loan.
With their profit the Devi’s are
planning to purchase another
cow. With these profits the Devi’s
hope to complete the repay-

ment of their bank loan.

Mr Devi is so encouraged seeing
his wife courageously stepping
forward to create a better life for
her family. With the increasing
possibilities for their future the
couple are now planning to en-
sure their children gain an edu-
cation, so that they, in turn,

might have a brighter future.
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