This projectimproves human
health by reducing arsenic
contamination of the ground-
water. Thisis a naturally-
occurring phenomenon in this
region, but many people are
not aware of the dangersin
drinking water from contami-
nated wells. We work in with
the government and other
agenciesto distribute arsenic
filtersto the community ata
greatly subsidised rate and
provide training and aware-

ness.

Mr Hossain, hiswife,
daughterand
mother. They are all
enjoying the benefits
of their new arsenic

Update from Project Manager, Donald Schroeder, April 2008

There hasbeen anincreased de-
mand for our filtersin the Farid-
purarea in particular, and we
are thankful forthe donor fund-
ing that hasenabled usto meet
thisneed. We have been able to
hire another project field worker
and the work of constructing

and ingtalling the filterscontinues

on apace.

A practical example of ourwork
can be seen in the case of Alam-

ghir Hossain, a cloth merchant

who liveswith hiswife, daughter
and motherin a poorrural area.
Having been made aware of the
arsenic problem in the area, Mr
Hossain asked the SMaid project
to test histubewell. Both the arse-
nic and iron concentrationsin his
tubewellwere found to be at
unacceptable levels, causing
ssomach upsetsto allwho drank
itswater. Hsmotherwasparticu-
larly affected and had to take

antacidsregularly.

However, with the help of the
SMaid project, Mr Hossain pur-
chased an arsenic filter and
since that time the whole family
hasbenefited. Their health isbe-
ing protected, theirfood tastes
better now that it iscooked using
fitered water, and their actual
drinking wateriscrystal clear. In
fact, Mr. Hossain saysthat he has
saved enough money in what he
used to spend on purchasing his
mother'santacidsto coverthe

entire cost of the filter!

IMaid

the relief and development fund of SM Australia www.sim.org.au

P PO Box 42 Penshurst NSW 2222 Tel: (02) 9580 1422

Donations$2 and over are tax deductible

Contact: Juanita Manahan - Project PromotionsManager simaid@sm.org.au




