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every 5th person in the world is from an 
Islamic background.  

SIM has a long history of sharing the message of salvation with 
Muslims with “gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15). Today we 
continue to place a high priority on ministries to Muslims. Is 
any sacrifice too great to see people called into the kingdom of 
God and discipled as followers of Jesus Christ? 
 
In this new-look Mission Together you’ll read about a new 
ministry in China to share friendship, faith and english 
language skills with Muslims.  In Nigeria, we’re supporting a 
missionary who is spearheading a project to translate God’s 
Word into three minority languages spoken by around 260,000 
predominantly Muslim people.  
 
This July saw the completion of the largest group in SIM 
Australia history to complete our SIMCO mission orientation 
training – 22 adults prepared  to  serve  the Lord in Kenya, 
Ghana, ethiopia,  South Africa,  ecuador, Zambia,  Chile,  India, 
Bangladesh and Niger.  They’ll  be involved in a wide range  of 
ministries including administration, medical training, youth 
work, IT consultancy, counselling and project management. 
 
SIM has sent Peruvians to India, Indians to Bolivia – and in this 
newsletter you’ll read about Grace, a Papua New Guinean who 
has been called by God to South Asia.  
 
It’s exciting to see God calling so many gifted men and women 
from around the world to serve in mission. And what a 
privilege to partner with them! Thank you for the vital role you 
play through your prayers, financial support and volunteer 
ministries. God bless you!

 
Omar Djoeandy 
executive Director

Sharing 
ChriSt’S Love 
with MuSLiMS

Don’t send an ordinary Christmas card, send 
a Heaven Sent gift card!  
 
It’s a Christmas greeting card with a difference – a card that 
helps bring life-changing hope to an HIV/AIDS orphan, or a 
girl rescued from sex trafficking, or a rural farmer struggling to 
provide for his family.  

Christmas orders must be received by 28 november.  All  
Christmas gifts cards will be mailed on 3 December. Browse 
and order your Heaven Sent Christmas gifts now at  
www.sim.org.au/gift-catalogue or request a catalogue on the 
response form at the back of this newsletter.

new giFt CarDS avaiLaBLe  now

anti-SLaverY DaY iS CoMing 
18 october is anti-Slavery Day.  SIM’s Girls Off 
the Streets projects are showing the love of Christ 
to girls rescued from sex trafficking through 
counselling, medical care, legal support, 
education and more. 

You can help raise awareness, prayer support and 
donations for Girls Off the Streets by hosting a 
fundraising event. Order a free Girls Off the Streets 
event Resource pack on the response form at the 
back of this newsletter.

GIRLS OFF THE STREETS 

http://www.sim.org.au/gift-catalogue
http://www.sim.org.au/gift-catalogue
http://www.sim.org.au/girls
http://www.sim.org.au/girls
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For years many Australian missionaries 
pioneered church planting, evangelism and 
Bible translation among unreached tribes in 
Papua New Guinea.  
 
Now God is raising up missionaries from Papua New Guinea 
and sending them out. We are seeing a movement of God’s 
people from all over the world taking the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth.  
 
After a year serving in a restricted access country in South Asia, 
Grace^ returned home to Papua New Guinea. Grace tells how 
the Lord opened up doors for a unique ministry to Muslims.

How did the Lord lead you into this ministry?  
 
I went to South Asia to teach English. One day while I was 
exploring the market place, I got terribly lost in the maze of streets 
and alleyways. A family appeared out of one of the homes and a 
woman kindly invited me in. She looked straight into my eyes and 
asked if I was a servant of the Lord. She and I became co-workers 
and through her, we were able to minister to many people 
through prayer.

What gets you excited about this ministry?  
 
It is hard to talk about Jesus in this culture, but we can pray to 
Jesus openly. People invited us into their homes, asking us to pray 
for them or their families. Often after praying, we would open our 

eyes to find the room filled with more women and children also 
requesting prayer. 

Because of my limited language, I prayed aloud in English. After 
each prayer the people would shout, “Amen!” I prayed in the 
powerful name of Jesus, trusting that the Lord will one day make 
Himself known in this nation. Many times I wished I could have a 
break, but the Lord gave me strength to serve Him.

Tell us a story of a family that you met through this ministry.  
 
I first met Nadeem^ and his brothers when I was invited to their 
house to pray for their street vegetable stall. Their father died last 
year in a car accident, so the boys stopped going to school to help 
generate an income. Nadeem’s mother was a seamstress. I had 
visited them before to pray for their sick grandmother and baby 
cousin. It was wonderful to see how the Lord healed the 
grandmother and the baby cousin. Gradually the family saw the 
vegetable stall business pick up. More women ordered clothes 
from Nadeem’s mother. Even Nadeem and his siblings started 
attending a Christian school! 

SIM International Director, Dr Joshua Bogunjoko, defines this 
rising movement as emerging missions that is “coming out of 
the majority world that was traditionally the receiving parts of 
the world”. These new sending countries are just finding their 
feet and sending people beyond the borders of their own 
country for the first time.

One of SIM’s priorities is to intentionally pursue an ethos of 
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multiculturalism. Our desire is to see people of every nation 
and tongue standing side by side taking the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. Traditional field countries are now sending 
agencies, sending missionaries from ethiopia to Zambia, 
Bolivians to Kenya, ecuadorians to India and soon Peruvians to 
South Africa.

Grace found it easy to integrate into the local culture. “I can 
identify with the people in South Asia. We have the same 
colour skin. I can adapt to their living conditions and food”.  

SIM Australia is excited that we can facilitate emerging 
missionaries in cross-cultural missions. Grace is currently 
raising mission awareness in churches in Papua New Guinea 
and is trusting the Lord to provide a team of financial and 
prayer partners so that she can return to South Asia. 

The Lord of the harvest is answering your prayers to send His 
labourers into every part of the world – including 
predominantly Muslim countries! Pray that He will answer the 
prayers of missionaries like Grace so that we can one day stand 
before our Saviour with worshippers from every people, 
nation, tribe and tongue . 

^names have been changed

PraY
• For the training and mentoring of godly house church 
leaders as they lead the new groups of believers.

• For new believers to be discipled in their faith and 
opportunities to reach out to their communities with 
the Gospel.

give
Will you help train and mentor church leaders among 
the Marwari people?  Gifts can be made online or 
through the response slip on the back of this 
newsletter to Marwari Church Planting project (98075).

TH
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F PRAYeR In this South Asian country where 97% of the 
population is Muslim, there is a unique 
window of opportunity to reach out to a 
small Hindu minority group.  

The Marwari people tend to be marginalised and mistreated. 
evangelistic efforts over the past five decades have resulted in 
a few hundred Marwari believers. Because they are scattered 
over large areas and lack resources for Christian growth, some 
have returned to their former beliefs or converted to Islam.

SIM is thankful that the opportunity to reach out to the 
Marwari has met with relatively little opposition and that the 
government continues to issue visas for mission workers. The 
Marwari Church Planting project was set up with an aim to 
establish Marwari churches and to strengthen local believers. 

Local Christians are identified and trained to lead house 
churches. Through mentoring and modelling, church leaders 
will be able to provide pastoral care and disciple new believers 
so they are able to resist social pressures from opposing faiths. 
The ultimate vision is to see Marwari believers become 
channels of God’s message for their unreached families and 
neighbours.

Since the project started in 2008, there has been significant 
growth in the number of house churches, from a handful to 
70! In the past six months alone, 40 families have come to faith 
in Christ through the Marwari Church Planting project. Pray 
that the Lord will provide the funds needed so that more 
leaders can be trained to pastor the growing number of new 
house churches.

Marwari ChurCh 
PLanting 

go!
An urgent need is required for Church Planters 
(Position 8476) in South Asia to reach out to the 
Muslim community. For  more  information  call  
(02)  9580 1422  or  email sim.australia@sim.org.au
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http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/m2/p/marwari-church-planting-project
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/m2/p/marwari-church-planting-project
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/m2/p/marwari-church-planting-project
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the Book
now in Boko!

PraY 
• That God will draw Kyanga, Shanga and Busa people 
to Himself through the reading of His Word. 
• For accurate translation and protection from the evil 
one.

give
If you would like to support Ross’ ministry through the 
Eastern Mande Translation project (90206) complete the 
response form at the back of this newsletter or donate 
securely online at www.sim.org.au .

Remember when you first started to read? 
All of a sudden the words become more than a few marks on a 
page. The marks make words. The words paint a picture. The 
pictures tell a story. 

The Bible is God’s story; through it we understand God’s 
message of life, hope and salvation. There are 6500 spoken 
languages in the world. The marks on the page make sense for 
2817 language group speakers who at least have the New 
Testament (NT) in their own language. This leaves over 180 
million people who do not have the NT in their own language. 
In Nigeria, there are over 500 individual languages spoken. Of 
these the Busa, Kyanga and Shanga are endangered languages 
and unreached people groups. They don’t have the Bible in 
their own language.

eaStern ManDe tranSLation ProjeCt

In 1968 Ross Jones, and his wife Joy, responded to God’s call to 
translate the Bible into Boko, Bokobaru and Bisã languages in 
West Africa. After Joy passed away in 2009, Ross began 
researching the endangered Busa, Kyanga and Shanga 
languages and felt burdened to help give these people at least 
some of the Bible in their own languages. 

“There are 260,000 souls who speak ‘my languages’ and less 
than 100 Christians among them. I have the words of eternal 
life and as long as I have the energy and strength I want to do 
my best to reach them,” 73-year-old Ross said.

SIM’s Eastern Mande Translation project was launched in April 
2012. Now in a five-year joint venture with SIM and the 
Wycliffe Seed Company, Ross hopes to translate 30% of the 
Bible into each of these languages. The project also aims to 
develop literacy programs and through partnership with local 
Nigerian missionaries, see individuals and communities 
transformed by the Gospel.

Ross has been adapting the Boko Scriptures to Kyanga, 
Shanga and Busa and supervising the language helpers who 
check, review and correct the translations. 

goD’S worD SheDS Light

Not all the translation workers are Christians. There are a few 
Kyanga and Busa Christians who are young in their faith and 
no known Shanga Christians. Many of the translation workers 
are devoted Muslims and some are leading Muslims  in their 
communities, yet they are excited when asked to be involved 
in translating the Scriptures. Some even travel long distances 
on their motorbikes to work. As they are doing so, they 
compare the words of Jesus with the teachings of Islam.

Although the vast majority of the Kyanga, Busa and Shanga 
people converted to Islam in the past 60 years, some still hold 

on to traditional animistic beliefs and practices. As the 
translation helpers read and check God’s Word, they are 
gradually gaining a greater understanding of who He is and 
His Son, Jesus. On one occasion, Ross asked a couple of 
youth what they thought of the english Bible he had given 
them. They said, “We believe the Bible is the true Word of 
God. We have decided to become Christians.” On another 
occasion a translation helper remarked, “Ross has come to 
bring us light.”

the Light ShineS in nigeria 

Bagado, a Bokobaru man, was 14 when he first met Ross, 
“the first white man he had seen”. upon hearing of Ross’ 
work of translating the Scriptures to Bokobaru, he wondered 
if Jesus was Ross’ friend. Ross’ language helper explained the 
Gospel to Bagado and led him to Christ. Bagado is now 
passionate about winning others to the Lord. He has just 
finished building a medical clinic in a small town where 
there are only 10 believers, and is seeking to serve others in 
his community through medical work.

Another exciting development for the Boko, Bokobaru and 
Bisa people is that they will soon be able to read and hear 
the Bible in their own language on the phone app, bible.is. 
The audio NT for the three language groups is being 
recorded and will be available for download on the Internet. 
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http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/e2/p/east-mande-translation-project-090206
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/e2/p/east-mande-translation-project-090206
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/e2/p/east-mande-translation-project-090206


I know a missionary living in China - we’ll call 
her Becky^ - and her desire is to make 
friends with Muslim women.  
 
As we sit and eat, taking refuge from the heat of the day, she 
talks about how important it is to have language and culture. 
So she takes opportunities to invite her friends over to chat 
and to bake. Muslim women love to cook. Becky needs to 
improve her language skills and the women are keen to 
improve their english so a language exchange happens. As the 
friendship develops, the discussions move from baking and 
language to life. For these women it is being too old - at the 
age of 30 they are now considered too old to marry. The fear of 
being single in a culture where marriage is valued is daunting. 
My friend Becky, who is also in the same age bracket, is able to 
listen. She herself would also like to meet someone special.

Developing the friendship allows Becky to demonstrate her 
life as a believer. As the friendship develops she learns of her 
friends’ struggles and their family’s values. She shares her own 
struggles and values. The women sometimes hang out for a 
couple of hours. Sometimes they hang out all day depending 
on what’s happening in their lives.

Opportunities to speak about life and attitudes enable her to 
broach the subject of Jesus in her life. Becky waits for the 
moment to bring up the subject of Jesus. Sometimes her 
conversations include Jesus, sometimes not. It’s about timing 
and the prompting of the Spirit.

When Becky shares Jesus to her friends she receives mixed 
responses. A couple are interested. Some listen politely and 
yet others are simply not interested. But all are interested in 
the friendship. She continues to invite the women over to 
hang out or go shopping. each may present another moment 
to mention Jesus again.

Becky doesn’t see her friends daily or weekly, but waits until 
they call or is prompted by the Spirit to call them. The 
friendship develops slowly and surely. The trust builds up 
slowly to enable the conversation to go beyond baking, 
language, fashion and weather. She has enough friends to see 
one each day.

each day she is challenged by her lack of fluency in her 
language. She speaks the heart language of the Muslim 
friends, Chinese to others and english to the other foreigners 
working in the Believing community. As the friendship 
develops, so does the complexity of understanding values and 
heart matters.

Conveying Jesus in other’s heart language can be difficult as 
misunderstandings and misinterpretations can occur. Yet 
Becky can ask Jesus for the words she needs to speak.

Would you also ask God with Becky for opportunities and 
discernment to broach the subject of Jesus?

by David^. David and his family are SIM Australian workers in Asia. They 
are involved in mission leadership, member care and mobilisation.

give
SIM’s Muslim outreach project (98390) seeks to 
provide friendship, language support and share Christ 
with a minority Muslim group in China. They face 
considerable challenges when they move to the city. 
The project supports them through:

• a café, community centre, & english language camps  
• home visits 
• education loans for those who need financial assistance

You can be part of this work! give online at  
www.sim.org.au or complete the response form at the 
back of this newsletter.

reaChing 
MuSLiMS in China

David
^names have been changed

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/m2/p/muslim-outreach-project
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/m2/p/muslim-outreach-project
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<< uyghur 
Around 10 million uyghurs live in the Xinjiang uyghur 
Autonomous Region in the northwest China. Many of them 
cultivate cotton, grapes, melons and fruit trees, making use of 
an ingenious irrigation system, which pipes snow-melt water 
from the mountains surrounding Xinjiang into the desert 
oases. Since the 1950s, millions of Han Chinese have migrated 
into Xinjiang. Though many Chinese Christians live among the 
uyghurs, few have a vision to reach them with the Gospel. 
Most uyghur people follow a folk Islam mixed with 
superstition. In the year 2000 there was an estimated 500 
uyghur Christians in China, and another 500 in neighbouring 
Kazakhstan. Pray for this unreached people group and for SIM 
as it continues its efforts in reaching out to them with the 
Gospel.

unreaCheD 
MuSLiM PeoPLe 
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tamajaq (also known as tuareg) >> 
The Tamajaq are a nomadic people who migrated from 
northern Africa into the Sahel regions of the western Sahara 
Desert. They live in Niger, as well as other countries in the 
Sahel region. The Tamajaq are renowned for their display of 
finely crafted jewelry and ornaments, some of which bear the 
symbol of a cross (thought to have been handed down from a 
very early Christian influence). SIM established work among 
this people group in areas of Niger in 1924 and in 1951, and is 
currently involved in evangelism, discipling and translation. 
The Tamajaq constitutes several different ethno-linguistic 
people groups, each requiring a separate missionary effort. A 
number of regions and dialects remain where no significant 
Gospel witness has been made.

<<Fulani  
Nearly 20 million Fulani are spread across 19 African countries. 
Traditionally, most are shepherds or cattle herders. When the 
number of livestock drops, the family must start farming to 
survive, though farming is not preferred. In Burkina Faso, the 
Fulani are semi-nomadic. Fulani in Niger and Burkina Faso are 
nomads in the north, but mainly sedentary pastoralists of 
semi-nomadic in the south. Though the Fulani in Burkina Faso 
and Niger have been resistant to Christianity, in Benin the 
Fulani Church is large and captive. In Burkina Faso, SIM is 
involved in Bible translation, church planting, evangelism, 
discipleship and leadership training for the small Fulani church 
as well as agricultural development projects.
*unreached people group is a people group among which there is no indigenous community of 
believing Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelise this group 
(http://joshuaproject.net/).
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 MY reSPonSe
 Please email me SIM and SIMaid enews
 Please post me SIM Project Focus newsletter (3 issues/year)
  Please send me information about leaving a bequest to SIM 
or SIMaid
 Please remove me from your mailing list

i will PraY
  Praying Together daily prayer points via  

 email   print

i will go
 I’m interested in exploring mission; please contact me.

Comments _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

i will give

reguLar CreDit CarD PLeDge

Regular Pledge gift* to SIM’s project or missionary:

Name & Country  ____________________________________

Project or Missionary # ________________________________

Frequency of pledge:  monthly     quarterly     yearly 

$  _________________________________________________
 
Recurring direct debit giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
 
online giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online

SingLe giFt 

Project Project 
number amount

taX-DeDuCtiBLe

Bangladesh: Children’s uplift Program  
(Girls Off the Streets) 98336 $

Where most needed 68011 $

non taX-DeDuCtiBLe

South Asia: Marwari Church Planting 98075 $

Nigeria: eastern Mande Translation 90206 $

China: Muslim Outreach 98390 $

Please send me a Heaven Sent Catalogue Yes / No

Please send me a FRee Girls Off the 
Streets event resource pack Yes / No

totaL $

*All donations to SIM projects will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts 
to meet the needs of the projects specified. Should a project raise funds in 
excess of its target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed.

MY DetaiLS    *compulsory fields
Supporter Number (if known) __________________________

Title Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev /Other 

*First name _________________________________________

*Surname  __________________________________________

*Address ___________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Suburb ___________ State ____________ Postcode _______
 
*Phone ____________________________________________
 
email ______________________________________________
 
PaYMent DetaiLS

Please debit my: 
 Visa   Mastercard   Amex

Name on card   ______________________________________

Signature  __________________________________________

Card no.  
    /     /     /      

expiry   /  

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia.

ContaCt DetaiLS
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au
(P) 02 9580 1422 (F) 02 9580 1477 
(e) partner.relations@sim.org.au

SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441
SIMaid ABN 43 484 030 223

Code MT 141

Mission Together is a publication of Serving in Mission (SIM), an 
interdenominational evangelical mission. SIM includes Africa evangelical 
Fellowship, Andes evangelical Mission, International Christian Fellowship 
and Sudan Interior Mission.

SIM Australia mobilises people, prayer and funds to make Christ known. We 
facilitate missionaries from anywhere to everywhere to reach the unreached 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to partner with local churches to 
evangelise, disciple and share the love of Christ. We support a wide range of 
projects to minister to human need, including aid and development 
initiatives through our tax deductible arm SIMaid.

For security reasons, pseudonyms are used to protect some of the 
contributors and people mentioned in this newsletter. Copyright © 2014 SIM 
and its licensors. All rights reserved. enquiries: media.support@sim.org.au
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