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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE? 
REACHING THE UNREACHED



MISSION
IMPOSSIBLE?

Reaching Nomadic People Groups

“It has always been my ambition to 
preach the Gospel where Christ was not 
known, so that I would not be building 

on someone else’s foundation.” 
Romans 15:20

Do you have what it takes to reach the most isolated and 
unreached peoples on the earth? SIM does and we’re 
looking for courageous men and women of God, with a 
burden for this unique ministry, to step out in faith and 
partner with us! 

Since its inception, SIM was founded on a vision to take the 
Gospel to the unreached regions of Sub-Saharan Africa. It’s 
part of our DNA to partner with Christians who are willing to 
go to the toughest places on earth to show and tell the love of 
Jesus to peoples who have never heard of Him. 

“Let the call of Christ be heard and heeded through the din of the 
world’s conflict, and let the church rise to a worthy endeavour to 
accomplish speedily the work entrusted to her,” wrote SIM’s 
founder, Dr Rowland Bingham in one of his journal entries 
about 100 years ago. 

According to Joshua Project* over 40% of the world’s people 
groups still don’t have an indigenous Christian community 
with adequate resources to evangelise their people – that’s 
over 4000 unique people groups! Arguably, nomadic people 
are the most unreached spiritually and neglected physically in 
the world today. There are about 200 million of them in 
approximately 200 ethnic groups in Africa and Asia. 

Reaching nomadic people groups is not an easy task. A 
different paradigm is needed to the mission strategies used in 
urban areas.

WHAT IT TAKES

Malcolm Hunter*, a retired SIM missionary, recently wrote a 
paper about the opportunities and challenges of reaching 
nomadic people groups. He made several key points that help 
shed light on what it takes to do this kind of mission work:

Opportunities

• Spiritual openness

“The worldview of nomadic pastoral societies invariably 
includes a high view of God. He is often described as the Sky 
God who sends the rain, peace and prosperity.”

• Culture of hospitality

“…nomad hospitality is legendary and has been enjoyed since 
biblical times by those willing to enter their world, and eat 
their food … They welcome a destitute family in the 
knowledge that if disaster hits your family in later years you 
can go to their tent. This is typically their only mutual support 
system, but can be a worthy example and foundation for any 
Christian community.”

• Love of story-telling

“If the story is a good one, they will not only be able to 
remember it in precise detail, but want to tell it to other 
nomads when they sit around the fire after the animals are all 
taken care of in the evening. There is usually no other form of 
entertainment so the message will be retold many times, 
accurately and in full.”

Challenges

• Harsh rural environment

“Nomadic people mostly live in harsh environments of 
extreme cold or heat where settled people do not care to live, 
including Christian workers.”

• Spiritual warfare

“… they expend much effort trying to appease the demons or 
djinns. It is a great privilege of those who know this spiritual 
conflict in nomadic societies to use the power we have in the 
name of Jesus to bring a message of deliverance and to 
present the love of the One True God and Father of us all.”

• Credibility

“If the Christian worker tries to introduce a project which is 
inappropriate (s)he will lose credibility, not only in their efforts 
to introduce material development, but also in their spiritual 
ministry. Anyone aspiring to earn the credibility to share their 
faith through the entry point of physical interventions needs 
to have some education in appropriate development work in 
the environment in which their particular nomadic society has 
to live and move.”

http://www.sim.org.au/our-history
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One Aussie Christian who knows all too well 
what it takes is Joel. He turned his back on a 
potentially successful career in scientific 
research to respond to God’s call to mission. 
He recently completed a one year internship 
with SIM in Niger reaching out to the Fulani 
desert nomads. 
“I wanted to learn from experienced missionaries about 
evangelism and discipleship among nomadic herders and to 
learn their language without language school,” Joel said.  “Was 
I just being naïve? Could I really expect to go with nothing 
but the Gospel? With no skills to bring? Would I be 
accepted? Listened to?”

He went anyway. While he was there, Joel made a habit of 
sitting with a small group of Fulani men each afternoon as 
they chatted over cups of sweet bitter traditional green-tea, 
brewed on hot coals. “Many times I wondered what I was 
doing there. It’s hot, it’s uncomfortable and most of the time I 
couldn’t follow their fast conversation.”

One day Joel asked his Fulani friend ^Daniel, “Would you like 
to hear some stories about the Prophets?” 

Daniel said yes, so in haltering Fulfulde, Joel recited the story 
of Abraham. As Muslims, many Fulani are interested in the 
stories of Adam, Abraham and the Old Testament prophets.

A few days later when Daniel was visiting Joel’s home-away-
from-home, he surprised Joel by asking, “Could you tell me 
some more stories like the other day?”

“Sure! What would you say to some stories that the Prophet 
Jesus, the Messiah, told His followers?” Joel replied. As they sat 
drinking tea, real friendship and trust started to infuse, and the 
aroma of Christ began to permeate their conversations.

“Daniel and I had a terrific conversation about what it means 
to follow Jesus,” Joel told us. “He took some mp3 recordings of 
Scripture and Christian teaching to listen to on his phone. The 
next day, his neighbour told me Daniel was listening to them 
until 2am the next morning!

“Through friends such as Daniel, God taught me that even 
though I didn’t have the ‘right skills’ I thought I needed for 
missionary work, He could still use me. I was there. I wasn’t 
preoccupied doing other things. 

“I wouldn’t have had the privilege to share the Good News 
with Daniel if he didn’t trust me, if I hadn’t been spending time 
with him building real friendships. I realised that looking for 
ways to talk about Jesus wasn’t so hard. A simple question 
was all that was needed.

“Like Daniel, most of the Fulani have never heard the Gospel. 
Most wouldn’t have any way of finding out about Christ even if 
they wanted to. Most are living and dying without any chance 
to hear about God’s love for them. What they, and the dozens 
of other unreached nomadic tribes, desperately need is to 
hear the Gospel, brought by anyone willing to sit and 
drink tea.”

^not his real name

WANTED: 
TEA DRINKERS



YOUR MISSION – HOW YOU CAN HELP

Here are 3 ways you can get involved today and help reach 
nomadic people groups for Christ:

1. PRAY - kneel in prayer with us for the nomads of desert 
tribes and the wonderful ministries to share the Gospel with 
them. We’ve included some prayer points in the break-out box.

2. GO - it could be the most challenging – and rewarding – 
choice you ever make. Contact us today by completing an 
enquiry form on our website http://www.sim.org.au/enquire 
or call our national office (02) 9580 1422.

3. GIVE - support a missionary who is serving, or preparing to 
serve among a nomadic people group.

*Sources 
“Why is there a need for a special focus on nomadic peoples?” 
Malcolm Hunter; September 2014; Used with permission. 

Joshua Project: http://joshuaproject.net/global_statistics and 
http://joshuaproject.net/regions/6

KNEEL FOR NIGER 

& PRAY
• For more courageous men and women to step out in 
faith to share God’s story with nomadic tribes and that 

many nomadic people in Niger will hear and believe 
the Good News of Jesus.

• For the church in Niger to be strengthened in their 
faith through recent troubled times; and that they 

would have opportunities to share Christ’s love 
courageously and fearlessly. Pray that those who have 

lost much will know God’s comfort and provision.

• For SIM projects in Niger that show the compassion 
and love of Christ to unreached people, including 

Danja Health Centre, Galmi Hospital and  
Sowing Seeds of Change project. 

“Unreached” is when there is no indigenous community of Christian believers with adequate numbers and resources to evangelise their  
  own people.
“People group” is an ethnolinguistic group with a common self-identity that is shared by the various members.

Sources: Joshua Project 
<http://joshuaproject.net/global_statistics#Facts>

http://joshuaproject.net/global_statistics
http://joshuaproject.net/regions/6
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/d2/p/danja-leprosy-health-centre
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/g2/p/galmi-hospital-benevolent-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/s2/p/sowing-seeds-of-change
http://joshuaproject.net/global_statistics#Facts
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GIVE
• You can support the growth of these two ministries 
through SIM’s Reaching the Unreached Fund (09310). 

AWAKENING THE SLEEPING GIANT

Kairos, a mission awareness course, was first 
developed in the Philippines and is part of 
the Perspectives on World Missions course.
Translated in 20 languages and available in 45 countries, 
Kairos is designed to awaken believers to their responsibility in 
world mission.  

SIM Australia missionary, Colin Bakon is a mobiliser and 
mentor for Kairos for South America. In 2013 Colin ran the first 
Kairos course in Honduras. University lecturer, Dixie Leiva was 
one of the students.  

 “The [Kairos] course is a good tool in changing our Latin 
mindset. Latin Americans love their families, but they struggle 
to serve those outside their own culture. We have benefited 
from missionaries in the past. Now it’s our turn to serve others.”  

Tommy Larner, a missionary in Peru, describes the South 
American church as a ‘sleeping giant’. Once awake, he believes 
the mission force that could go out of the church would be 
huge.   

The Kairos course has seen this shift in mission movement in 
South America. “At the end of one of our workshops, a pastor 
said with tears in his eyes, ‘We have been focusing on 
internal church activities and events. We clearly have not 
understood the Great Commission.’”   

“In only a year and a half, we’ve seen Latin American churches 
sharpen their focus on mission. Missionaries have been sent 
out from Honduras to Ecuador. Churches are beginning to 
pray for all nations. Global mission is taught in Sunday School 
and Bible studies. Churches have also started to give to God’s 
work overseas,” Dixie said.   

God is reviving the South American church! 

PRAY

* That Kairos facilitators like Dixie will know God’s empowering 
and enabling as they challenge more South Americans to be 
involved in cross cultural mission.  

PASTOR TOMMY

For the last 23 years, Pastor Tommy and his 
family have served God faithfully by growing 
a church out of a small slum school in India.
As they invested in the lives of the people in their church, 
Pastor Tommy came across many issues he found difficult to 
address.   

A friend told Pastor Tommy about the counselling training that 
SIM partner, the Biblical Counselling Trust of India (BCTI), was 
running. SIM’s Pastoral Care Training for Indian Church Leaders 
(98660) project supports BCTI’s training program to equip 
grassroots pastors in counselling and Christian ministry.   

Pastor Tommy was so encouraged by what BCTI was offering 
that he organised for them to run a four module counselling 
training for all the pastors and leaders who worked with him. 
Despite financial difficulties, Pastor Tommy and his team 
persevered with the courses.  

To his delight, Pastor Tommy witnessed changes in his own life 
and in the lives of his people through this training. Those 
struggling with sin realised for the first time how much they 
needed the grace only Jesus can offer. Pastor Tommy learned 
how to walk alongside those who are struggling and lead 
them to Jesus. 

PRAY

• For the pastors and leaders who are attending BCTI courses. 
Pray that they will be open to God working and changing their 
hearts, so they can help other believers to do the same.  

EQUIPPING THE CHURCH 
TO REACH OUT 

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/r2/p/reaching-the-unreached-fund


Most mission agencies have some variation 
on the “Pray, Give, Go” slogan somewhere on 
their websites or in their literature. It’s a 
constant challenge to keep people engaged 
in the praying and giving, but an even 
greater challenge to mobilise people to go. 
As the Sports Friends ministry grows across the Asia region, we 
are feeling the weight of having such a small missionary team. 
Our national staff are great, but they need support as they 
minister in contexts hostile to the Gospel and as they seek to 
train and empower a church that is small and maturing. 

Sports ministry is often seen as a ministry for young, 
enthusiastic people who just want to be outside loving kids. 
But to be honest, you don’t even have to be sporty! As long as 
you appreciate the value of sport as a tool for building 
relationships where discipleship is possible. 

What we most urgently need are Christians gifted in 
pastoral care. We need biblically-grounded missionaries to 
walk alongside the national staff and volunteers - training, 
mentoring, discipling and helping them think through how to 
reach out to youth and grow the church in their contexts.  

We need Christians who are not afraid to talk about the hard 
stuff, about discipleship, accountability and finances. We need 
Christians who are willing to embrace the messiness of 
cross-cultural service. 

We love that Sports Friends’ vision is not to run football 
leagues and produce great footballers, but to build 
capacity in the church and produce leaders with a heart for 
youth.  

We need more leaders who understand what discipleship 
looks like, and who are brave and creative in building 
relationships with young people to lead and mentor them in 
the faith. 

Does that sound like you? We’d love for you to join our 
team! 

Bec, Sports Friends, Thailand. 

Sports Friends is a ministry of SIM. Sports Friends’ mission is to 
equip churches in Africa, Asia and South America to make 
disciples of youth, their families and their communities through 
strategic sports ministry. Sports Friends trains Christian leaders to 
develop fruitful sports ministries, equipping, support and 
encouraging leaders to coach for the glory of God. 

PRAY, GIVE,
GO?

GO!
There are many openings for you  
to be involved in Sports Friends. 

Check out Sports Friends website  
https://www.sports-friends.org/en/   

for these opportunities. 

Sports Friends also offer short-term ministry trips  
to various field locations in Africa & South East Asia. 

Email sim.australia@sim.org.au to find out more.  

https://www.sports-friends.org/en/
https://www.sports-friends.org/en/
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au


Ben and Penny (VIC) 
Ben and Penny are preparing to serve with a company that 
provides a sustainable livelihood for women at risk and 
survivors of trafficking. Women gain job skills and the 
opportunity to develop into leaders in a healthy, healing 
environment providing a house of hope for these women. Ben 
will work as an Operations Manager and Penny as an English 
teacher. (041802)

PREPARING
TO SERVE

Ben and Bronwyn Harvey (NSW) 
After a short visit to South Africa, God confirmed Ben and 
Bron’s desire to serve Him in Johannesburg. Ben and Bron will 
work in a local church and focus on supporting HIV/AIDS 
orphans physically, emotionally and spiritually at the Lambano 
Sanctuary. Bronwyn’s main role will be raising three young 
boys, while Ben will be involved in discipleship and teaching. 
(041502)  

David, Janenne and Rachel Hay (ACT) 
David, Janenne and Rachel are preparing to serve in Lily of the 
Valley and Makaphutu Children’s Villages in KwaZulu Natal, 
South Africa (projects of another organisation). There are 2 
million HIV/AIDS orphans in South Africa. Lily of the Valley and 
Makaphutu provide a home for 170 children, where they are 
loved, cared for and nurtured, experience the love of Christ 
and receive an education.  (042353) 

Bethany Puffett (QLD) 
Bethany’s experience in university and church ministries have 
prepared her to serve God in Guinea, one of the least 
evangelised countries in sub-Saharan Africa. Following many 
years of persecution, Guinea now enjoys official religious 
liberty. SIM missionaries are concentrating their efforts among 
the Muslim Maninka, the second largest people group in 
Guinea, centred in the city of Kankan. Bethany looks forward 
to many and varied opportunities to connect with children 
and their families. (31188) 

PRAY for these mission partners as they 
prepare to serve overseas. Pray that the Lord 

will raise up a team of prayer and financial 
supporters. If you would like to invite any of 
them to share at your church, please email 

sim.australia@sim.org.au. 

You can give a gift to one of these missionaries by visiting our 
website www.sim.org.au or call (02) 9580 1422.

mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au


 MY RESPONSE
 Please email me SIM and SIMaid enews
 Please post me SIM Project Focus newsletter
  Please send me information about leaving a bequest 
 Please remove me from your mailing list

I will PRAY
  Praying Together daily prayer points via  

 email   print

I will GO
 I’m interested in exploring mission; please contact me.

Comments _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

I will GIVE

REGULAR CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

Regular Pledge gift^ to SIM’s project or missionary:

Name & Country  ____________________________________

Project or Missionary # ________________________________

Frequency of pledge:  monthly     quarterly     yearly 

$  _________________________________________________

Payments to begin     next month OR  
 
date:   /  /  
 
Recurring direct debit giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
 
Online giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online

SINGLE GIFT 

^All donations to SIM will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet 
the needs of the projects specified. Should a project raise funds in excess of its 
target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed.

1.

2.

3.

MY DETAILS    *required fields
Supporter Number (if known) __________________________

*Title Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev /Other 

*First name _________________________________________

*Surname  __________________________________________

*Address ___________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Suburb ___________ State ____________ Postcode _______
 
*Phone ____________________________________________
 
Email ______________________________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS

Please debit my: 
 Visa   Mastercard   Amex

Name on card   ______________________________________

Signature  __________________________________________

Card no.  
    /     /     /      

Expiry   /  

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia.

CONTACT DETAILS
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au
(P) 02 9580 1422 (F) 02 9580 1477 
(E) partner.relations@sim.org.au

SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441
SIMaid ABN 43 484 030 223

Code MT 142

Mission Together is a publication of Serving in Mission (SIM), an 
interdenominational evangelical mission. SIM includes Africa Evangelical 
Fellowship, Andes Evangelical Mission, International Christian Fellowship 
and Sudan Interior Mission.

SIM Australia mobilises people, prayer and funds to make Christ known. We 
facilitate missionaries from anywhere to everywhere to reach the unreached 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to partner with local churches to 
evangelise, disciple and share the love of Christ. We support a wide range of 
projects to minister to human need, including aid and development 
initiatives through our tax deductible arm SIMaid.

For security reasons, pseudonyms are used to protect some of the 
contributors and people mentioned in this newsletter. Copyright © 2014 SIM 
and its licensors. All rights reserved. Enquiries: media.support@sim.org.au

4.

5.

6.

Project Project 
Number Amount

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

SIMaid Where most needed 68011 $

NON TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Reaching the Unreached Fund 09310 $

Home Ministry Fund 67100 $

OTHER: $

$

Please send me a Heaven Sent Catalogue Yes / No

TOTAL $

http://www.sim.org.au/subscribe
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/bequest
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/enquire
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online
http://www.sim.org.au
mailto:partner.relations@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/w2/p/where-most-needed-s68011
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/r2/p/reaching-the-unreached-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/SIMAustralia/p/home-ministry-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/gift-catalogue

