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HOPE FOR AIDS  
HOPE FOR TOMORROW  



Giving HOPE

HOPE for AIDS is an SIM global family that consists of 30 projects spanning 9 countries in Africa and Asia. HOPE for AIDS intentionally works with 
local partners to provide an effective, holistic and compassionate response to HIV and AIDS that transforms individuals, families and communities 
through Christ’s love. 

In this issue of Project Focus, you will visit several SIM HOPE for AIDS projects to see them in action. First, you will travel to Zimbabwe to see how 
HOPE for AIDS is putting orphaned and vulnerable children through school by selling goats. Then, fly across the Indian Ocean, where you will meet 
a Thai team who is using creative ways to teach HIV prevention and reduce stigmatisation of people living with HIV and AIDS. You will travel back to 
Africa again where you will meet a small group of boys in Malawi whose life journeys have been transformed because of HOPE for AIDS.  

We trust that your visit of HOPE for AIDS projects today will give you a greater picture of the impact of HIV and AIDS. To see how SIM's HOPE for AIDS 
is helping to respond in the midst of this epidemic, and how you can partner with us to minister to those in need and transform communities in the 
name of Christ.   

OPERATION NEIGHBOUR CARE

Welcome to Zimbabwe, home to SIM's Operation Neighbour Care (ONC) project that supports 
orphaned and vulnerable children who have been impacted by HIV and AIDS. Operation 
Neighbour Care ministers to the sick and poor in the name of Christ through home-based care, 
education, counselling and microfinance initiatives. The project is based in rural Gokwe, where 
the level of unreported HIV and AIDS infection is far greater than in urban areas.  

The Goats Pass-On Scheme 

Many children in Zimbabwe are orphaned as a result of AIDS. Here, family is an important value of 
society, so these children are often taken into care by close relatives or grandparents. Rather than 
set up orphanages, one way the Operation Neighbour Care project seeks to assist children and 
their carers is through the provision of goats.  

Goat's milk is an excellent source of vitamins and minerals for the children. Well nourished 
children are more likely to do well at school. Good nutrition also plays an important part in HIV 
and AIDS treatment.  

The project trains families how to milk and keep their goats. When the goats start to reproduce, 
the young is sold and money is used to pay school fees. The school drop out rate among orphans 
in Zimbabwe is a staggering 80% so this initiative is helping keep children in school. "It is a 
durable solution to accessing education services," said  Sally Chademana, the project manager of 
Operation Neighbour Care.  

HOPE for AIDS Project:   
Operation Neighbour Care

Snapshot of Zimbabwe:

Population: 13,771,721 (2014 est.) 
 
People live with HIV: 1,400,000 
 
Prevalence of HIV among adults  
(15-49yo): 15%  
 
Children (0-14yo) living with HIV: 
170,000  
 
Children orphaned as a result of HIV 
and AIDS: 1,400,000

Sources: World Health Organisation, 
UNaids.org, Wikipedia, CIA Handbook
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Meet Caroline

Caroline was born with a congenital disorder of albinism. Soon after 
she was born her father abandoned the family. In order to continue to 
provide for her family, Caroline's mother went to find a job at another 
town. Caroline was then left under the care of her grandmother. When 
Caroline's grandmother became ill with an HIV and AIDS related illness, 
Operation Neighbour Care project stepped in to help. 

Operation Neighbour Care gave Caroline a uniform and sent her to 
school. They paid for her school fees and stationery. She also attended 
a children's camp where she received grief counselling and learnt more 
about HIV and AIDS prevention. Operation Neighbour Care helped 
Caroline to access special skin medication and reading glasses.   

Caroline is in Year 7 this year. She is next in line to receive a goat from the 
Goat Pass-On Scheme. She is excited as her family has never owned any 
domestic animals before. Having a goat gives the school a guarantee that 
schools fees will be paid. Caroline will start high school next year. She is 
determined to do well at school because she would like to be a nurse 
one day.

Today for tomorrow

Prevention is vital to restoring dignity and health to people impacted by 
HIV and AIDS. The goal is to educate children, youth and adults about HIV 
and AIDS, help erase stigma and empower them to live wholesome lives. 

Operation Neighbour Care focuses on inspiring and equipping the church 
to have a long term impact in the lives of those living with HIV and AIDS. 
Volunteers are trained to run workshops and seminars at churches, 
camps and schools that teach HIV and AIDS awareness and encourage 
compliance in antiviral treatment.  

A successful initiative is the 'Nhasi zvamangwana' ('Today for Tomorrow') 
sessions in schools. Last term over 4000 students learnt about HIV and 
AIDS prevention and discussed these issues in relation to their spiritual, 
mental and emotional health. 

Weekly AIDS prevention seminars were also conducted in six 
communities in collaboration with local authorities to address 
reproductive health, behavioural change and other issues including 
violence, drug abuse and poverty. Around 190 young people attended 
these seminars. "Communities have acquired improved comprehensive 
knowledge and improved risk perceptions about HIV which enable them 
to make informed decisions and choices on their sexuality," said Sally.

The footprint you leave behind  

Thank you for your visit to Operation Neighbour Care. Why not partner 
with us to make a difference? You can give hope to children like 
Caroline by donating to HOPE for AIDS Fund (09330) today. 
Simply complete the response form on the back of this newsletter,  
visit www.sim.org.au/donate or call 02 9580 1422. Thank you! 

WHAT IS HOPE FOR AIDS? 
WHO estimates that in 2013, there were 35 million living with HIV and 
AIDS worldwide, 1.5 million people died of AIDS related illness, and 2.1 
million new HIV infections.  

HOPE for AIDS is a global initiative of SIM International which seeks to 
tackle the HIV and AIDS epidemic and transform communities through 
Christ's love. Its strategy is: 

Home Based Care: To provide home and community based care for those 
affected by HIV and AIDS.  
Orphans: To meet the basic needs of orphans and vulnerable children 
while strengthening the support networks of families and communities.  
Prevention: To foster responsible decision making, positive behaviour, 
and safe and supportive environments in order to reduce the 
transmission of HIV.  
Enabling: To strengthen and encourage partners through capacity 
building, networking and provision of resources as well as promote and 
support sustainable livelihoods for people impacted by HIV and AIDS. 

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online


Next Stop: 
Destination: Thailand, Asia

 "I was ignorant 
to what people were 
facing. I want God to 

use me as an 
instrument of hope..."

HOPE FOR AIDS THAILAND

Welcome to Thailand, where HOPE for AIDS Thailand has been at work for the past four years. With 
HIV prevention and care at its core, HOPE for AIDS Thailand is expressed in a Thai context as, “The 
mission to bring hope to all of life.” 

HOPE for AIDS Thailand sees HIV as a symptom of broken relationships. So, central to the project, 
is the development and restoration of relationships for people living with or vulnerable to HIV – 
relationships within self, families and communities. The team works from the inside out, seeing 
people's innate value and facilitating their own recognition of this; seeking to bring hope by living 
grace right there alongside them.

HOPE for AIDS Thailand is holistic in its approach as it seeks 
to bring hope through the radical grace of God: building 
life skills and providing education for HIV prevention; 
providing care and support for people living with HIV; 
equipping and mobilising local churches and communities 
to respond appropriately to issues of HIV; and supporting 
HIV advocacy and policy within Thailand. 

Instruments of hope

With its mission to 'bring hope to all life', HOPE for AIDS Thailand is now under the leadership of 
Prasert (Daeng) Dechaboon, a Thai national with the vision and passion to lead the team to serve 
God in hard places.

In its first three years, the team visited over 80 homes, conducted various trainings reaching over 
5000 people and provided advocacy on a daily basis for those affected by HIV. 

Additionally, as the team has worked to equip local churches, communities and other 
organisations, it is seeing a change in understanding HIV and attitudes towards it. This brings hope 
for a future free of stigma and discrimination for people living with HIV.

The footprint you leave behind

Thank you for your visit to HOPE for AIDS Thailand. 

You can partner with us to help offer love and grace to people living with HIV in Thailand by 
giving to the HOPE for AIDS Fund (09330). You can do so by completing the response form at the 
back of this newsletter or alternatively you can give online  
http://www.sim.org.au/hope-for-aids-fund.

 "I now have 'freedom 
to not be fearful of 

people who have HIV 
and AIDS...  

I was hesitant to get 
involved because of 

ignorance and I want to 
get involved.'"

HOPE for AIDS Project:   
HOPE for AIDS Thailand

Snapshot of Thailand:  

Population:  67,741,401 (2014 est.) 

People live with HIV: 440,000 (2013 est.) 

Prevalence of HIV among adults  
(15-49yo): 1.1% 

Children (0-14yo) living with HIV: 8300

Sources: World Health Organisation,  
UNaids.org, Wikipedia, CIA Handbook

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
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Over the past 10 years Thailand has been active in the prevention of HIV transmission. However, with changes in culture and increasing incidences of broken relationships, two people every hour are becoming infected with HIV. Nearly half a million people still live with HIV in Thailand. 

People living with HIV are burdened with self-stigma resulting in bitterness often expressed as broken relationships with self, others and God.  Recognising this, HOPE for AIDS Thailand is taking a holistic approach to help people face all the different aspects (physical, mental, emotional and spiritual) of life with HIV. 

HOPE for AIDS Thailand provides life skills development and 
education for HIV prevention, with a focus on empowering 
people to understand HIV and associated risks and teaching 
how to protect self and others. Currently the project team 
ministers monthly in a girls’ juvenile prison and with hill 
tribe youth residing in a local dormitory where they’ve 
come to access better education. Often the team will also 
conduct workshops with churches, youth groups and other 
organisations working in Thai communities.

HOPE for AIDS Thailand uses effective and creative HIV prevention approaches that promote care, including this activity which helps to demonstrate the risk of HIV transmission in the context of sexuality.

This activity helps to creatively explain the 

biology of HIV and AIDS.  Here a "white 

blood cell" readies herself for an assault on 

some of her peers labelled with the names 

of different viruses/infections. She will face 

her toughest challenge when "HIV" takes 

the stage. 

Being grace and love and seeking local 

solutions to local issues are at the heart of 

the ministry of HOPE for AIDS Thailand as 

it practically demonstrates Christ's love in 

support of people living with HIV. Here the 

team is helping to establish a bean crop 

on land of a family affected by HIV whom 

it has been supporting for a number of 

years. It is intended that the bean harvest 

will provide a sustainable source of 
income for this family…and bring hope  

to their lives!
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WELCOME TO MALAWI

Welcome to Malawi, where SIM's HOPE for AIDS Orphan Care project has been impacting the lives 
of over 1000 children, many of whom are HIV and AIDS orphans.  

“HIV and AIDS is the most devastating disaster to hit Africa, but it presents a great opportunity for 
the church,” said Mike, Director of SIM Malawi. SIM Australia missionaries, Mike and Jacky Hammond 
have been coordinating the HOPE for AIDS program since 2005. 

Over 1.2 million children are orphaned in Malawi. Nearly two thirds of them are orphaned as a result 
of HIV and AIDS. Without adequate care and support many of these children become vulnerable to 
malnutrition, abuse, dropping out of school and lack of basic care.   

HOPE for AIDS Malawi works to keep families together believing that intact families are the best 
response to HIV and AIDS. Trained volunteers run a under 5s day care centre to provide basic 
preschool education, a nutritious meal and respite for their carers. The Orphan Care project also 
provides scholarships for  secondary school students in five locations. Over 200 families and 125 
secondary school students are supported through this project. Many young people from difficult 
and impoverished home circumstances are now able to complete their secondary education. 

Meet some of last year's young beneficiaries

•  Jacob (on the left) achieved excellent MSCE (Malawi School Certificate of Education) results last 
year and has been selected to take up a government sponsored place at the University of Malawi to 
study for a degree in science, which is the next step towards his desire to become a doctor.  

•  On completion of his MSCE Elliot (middle) was given full time employment with an agricultural 
supplies company as a clerical officer deployed in a Lilongwe depot.  

•  Mphatso (on the right) was selected by the government for a place at the Lilongwe Teachers 
Training college where he is being trained as a primary school teacher. It is a 2 year course and 
guarantees him employment on his graduation. 

Through SIM's Orphan Care project, these young scholarship recipients can testify to God's 
goodness and provision as they are given an opportunity to break the poverty cycle, and begin to 
bless others.  

Next Stop: 
Destination: Malawi, Africa

 
The Orphan Care project consists of:

•  Day care centres that cater to children 
under five so that they receive the 
necessary  nutrition and education, and 
their carers are able to return to work. 
 
•  Training of church volunteers to do 
home visits and work in the day care 
centres. 
 
•  Secondary school scholarship scheme 
for orphans and vulnerable children. 
 
•  Income generating activities to 
improve self-sustainability and generate 
smaller and more sustainable project 
models. 

HOPE for AIDS Project:   
Orphan Care

Snapshot of Malawi:

Population:  17,377,468 (2014 est.) 
 
People live with HIV: 1.022 million  
(2013 est.) 
 
Prevalence of HIV among adults  
(15-49yo): 15%  
 
Children (0-14yo) living with HIV: 
170,000 
 
Children orphaned as a result of HIV and 
AIDS: 790 000

Sources: World Health Organisation,  
UNaids.org, Wikipedia, CIA Handbook

The footprint you leave behind

Your gift to the HOPE for AIDS Fund (09330) will enable young people impacted by HIV and 
AIDS so they can have a secure future. Make a gift using the response form at the back of this 
newsletter or visit http://www.sim.org.au/hope-for-aids-fund. 

Our trip ends here in Malawi. Thank you for your visit to some of our HOPE for AIDS projects 
around the world. Would you like to partner with SIM in empowering children and young 
people in Zimbabwe and Malawi, and share the radical grace of Jesus with people living with 
HIV and AIDS in Thailand? Your gift today will make a lasting difference. 

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
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GIVE:
You can help build better facilities at Galmi Hospital by 

contributing to SIM's Reaching the Unreached Fund (09310). 
Please use the response form at the back of this newsletter or 
alternatively you may give online. Gifts to this Fund are non 

tax-deductible as they support evangelistic projects.  

NEW BIRTH 

Australian GP Obstetrician Anne-Sophie has been working at Galmi 
Hospital, Niger for the past 16 months.  

One night, she received a phone call at 3am. The midwife reported that 
one of their patients died overnight. Three days prior, she had delivered a 
beautiful baby boy, but for 5 days had been unwell. When she came in to 
hospital she was unconscious. She had signs of acute liver failure, probably 
caused by some traditional medications she had taken at home.  

Later that morning, Anne-Sophie explained to the family how to make 
‘formula’ for the baby with a mixture of goat’s milk, water and sugar. She 
then went on to do a Caesarean section for a lady who had a baby with 
obvious abnormalities. The baby didn’t survive. Then two curettages 
following second trimester miscarriages.  

The next patient was lady pregnant with her 11th baby at 32 weeks.  The 
baby was lying transverse, and the lady started to have some contractions. 
Anne-Sophie gave her some medications to stop the contractions and to 
help lung maturity, and prayed that she wouldn’t have to deliver the baby 
so early.  

Thanks to the generous support of partners like you Anne-Sophie has been 
working in the new maternity ward, which opened in 2013. She remembers 
the old, overcrowded ward, which had deteriorated structurally – even 
parts of the roof were falling down when she worked at Galmi for a month 
in 2012! The new maternity ward is well built, light and airy. This new, clean 
environment makes a big difference for both staff and patients.  

The surgical ward and pharmacy have also been rebuilt, but the medical, 
paediatric and administration buildings still need redevelopment once 
funds become available. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can be involved with God’s work at 
Galmi Hospital.  

Side trip: 
Niger, Africa

GO!
You can join the team at Galmi. Galmi Hospital urgently needs 

medical staff to help out over the busiest time of the year, 
August to November. Come for a month, or long-term!   
Contact the office 02 9580 1422 or send an enquiry to  

sim.australia@sim.org.au today. 

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/r2/p/reaching-the-unreached-fund
mailto:sim.australia%40sim.org.au?subject=


MY DETAILS  (*required fields)
 
Donor Number (if known) ___________________________ *Title  Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev ____________

*First name  _______________________________________ *Surname ______________________________________________________

*Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Suburb  ____________________________________________________________ *State  ____________ *Postcode _______________

*Phone  __________________________ Email _________________________________________________________________________

Please debit my:             Visa               Mastercard              Amex

Name on card __________________________________________  Signature _________________________________________________ 

Card no.  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___       Expiry  ___  ___  /  ___  ___ 

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia. 
Give to SIM Australia through Steer Inc - visit www.steerinc.com/ 
Direct Debit (download the form at www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give) 

SIM Australia facilitates missionaries from anywhere to everywhere, working in a diverse range of ministries. SIMaid is the aid and  
development arm of SIM Australia, and as such seeks to follow the teaching and example of Jesus Christ in offering practical help  
to communities in poverty. SIMaid directs resources into sustainable aid and development projects in partnership with local  
communities to empower them to live with dignity and hope.

Contact Details
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au  (P) 02 9580 1422 (E) partner.relations@sim.org.au

SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441        SIMaid ABN 43 484 030 223

PFN155

My Response
     Please email me monthly enews about    projects    mission 
 Please mail me SIM Mission Together newsletter
 Please mail me information about leaving a bequest to SIM
 Please remove me from your  mailing list 

I will GIVE

Project Project Number Amount

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

HOPE for AIDS Fund 09330 $

Where Most Needed 68011 $

OTHER: $

$

NON TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Reaching the Unreached Fund 09310 $

OTHER: $

TOTAL $
 
^ All donations to SIM projects will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet the needs of the projects specified.  Should a project raise funds 
in excess of its target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed. Donations for SIMaid projects over $2 are tax-deductible.

MY GIFT:  

 One-off gift   
 Regular pledge:     Monthly      Quarterly      Yearly    Payments to begin:      next month  OR  date ___  ___  /  ___  ___  / ___  ___  

www.steerinc.com/
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
http://www.sim.org.au/
http://www.sim.org.au/about-simaid
mailto:partner.relations%40sim.org.au?subject=
http://www.sim.org.au/subscribe
mailto:partner.relations%40sim.org.au?subject=Subscribing%20to%20Mission%20Together%20print
mailto:partner.relations%40sim.org.au?subject=Send%20me%20information%20about%20leaving%20a%20bequest%20to%20SIM
mailto:partner.relations%40sim.org.au?subject=Please%20remove%20me%20from%20your%20mailing%20list
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/w2/p/where-most-needed-s68011
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/r2/p/reaching-the-unreached-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online

