
  
  



On the first of June the world celebrates International Children’s Day. In 1954, the 
United Nations’ General Assembly recommended that all countries introduce a day to 
promote the welfare of children. A few years later, the Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child would be adopted and then later the Convention of the Rights of the Child in 1989. 

The Convention identifies a number of children’s rights including the right to life, 
to health, to education and play, as well as the right to family and life, to be 
protected from violence, to not be discriminated against and to have their views 
heard. 

In response to the biblical mandate to stand up for the rights of the poor and 
vulnerable, SIM is determined to demonstrate the love and compassion of Christ to a 
group that are prone to vulnerability in every society – children. 

This edition of Project Focus highlights some of SIM’s projects that are working to 
protect the rights and promote the wellbeing of children; from educating children 
from poor backgrounds in South Asia, to nutrition villages for malnourished infants 
in Burkina Faso, to rescuing girls from sex trafficking in India!  SIM is thankful for your 
partnership and support in this work – we certainly could not do it without you! 



South Asia

GIVE:
Your tax-deductible gift to the Community Transformation Fund (09320) 
will see this building project through to completion and give children 
like Leah the gift of a good education! You can give online by visiting 
www.sim.org.au, or use the response form at the back of this newsletter. 

The Day by Day School and Vocational Training Centre 
offers a high quality education to around 120 children 
from poor and marginalised families in a certain South 
Asian country. The school gives these children a chance 
to break intergenerational cycles of poverty and create a 
brighter future. The school also has attached a Vocational 
Training Centre that empowers women and girls with 
vocational and microenterprise skills.

There was great excitement in February this year amongst 
staff and students at the Day by Day School. Building 
work on stage 1 of a second floor extension had been 
completed! The new building includes eight additional 
classrooms and toilet facilities. These classrooms will 
allow the students to move out of the old, cramped 
room on the floor ground as well as accommodate new 
enrolments to the school. 

Stage 2, the final stage of the Day by Day building project, 
is scheduled to start very soon. Although the classrooms 
are safe, secure and protected from the weather, there 
is still much to do to see the new rooms equipped for 
learning! 

MEET LEAH*
Meet Leah! Leah is 14 years old and currently studying 

in year eight at Day by Day School. Her favourite subject is 
science and aspires to be an army doctor in the future when she 

finishes school.  
 

A few years ago, Leah’s father abandoned her family. Her mother is very 
ill and has suffered ongoing health issues for many years despite being the 

primary provider for Leah and her siblings. The school has offered Leah’s 
mother some work in the small canteen at the school to help her generate a 

small income.  
 

Students like Leah are profiting from receiving a quality of education that 
otherwise would be outside of their grip. Through her schooling, Leah 

has an opportunity to create a brighter future.

*not real name to protect identity

South Asia

https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/community-transformation-fund
http://www.sim.org.au
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When Shilpa*, survivor of terrible sexual abuse, first 
came to the Redlight-Greenlight aftercare home, she 
struggled to participate in school, group therapy, 
dance or art.  She would compare herself to the other 
girls and say, “I can’t do this right,” before getting 
angry and just giving up altogether.    

As she approached her eighteenth birthday, the 
staff at Redlight-Greenlight started making plans for 
her transfer to a partner home for adult women as 
Shilpa had no safe place to go. However, the carers 
at Redlight-Greenlight were concerned about her 
relational skills and that Shilpa would be able to 
relate with others at an ‘adult’ level. Days before she 
had yelled in frustration at a Redlight-Greenlight 
counsellor, “I’ve decided just to be ‘bad’ and cause 
trouble wherever I go, here or in the other home!” As 
the counsellor calmly listened to Shilpa, she opened 
up and said, “I’m so afraid to fail that I don’t even want 
to try and fit in!”

The counsellor then reminded Shilpa of the many 
new things she had learned to do since coming to 
the Redlight-Greenlight home; dancing, drawing, 
being able to pass a school exam, share her opinion, 
listen to others, forgive a friend after a fight… She 
encouraged Shilpa to reflect on these changes and 
challenged her that she did not have to choose to be 
“bad.”

A few days later, Shilpa returned to the counsellor and 
said, “I have been thinking about what you said, and I 
feel that God told me, ‘You have forgiven others who 
hurt you, but you need to forgive yourself!’” She then 
made a list of many things she had said or done in the 
past that had made her angry at herself but was now 
forgiving. 

When Shilpa turned 18, she was finally ready to move to the adult aftercare home. There 
she is continuing her studies as well as having the opportunity to help others, such as 
HIV positive children who live in a care home nearby. The girls and team at Redlight 
-Greenlight were sad to see Shilpa go and gave her a farewell party. In return, Shilpa 
wrote a special care in Hindi:

Shilpa’s thank-you note can also be applied to all who have given generously so that 
the Redlight-Greenlight aftercare home can remain open and available to help survivors 
of sex trafficking and abuse like Shilpa on a path to healing.

 *Not real name to protect identity
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GIVE:
 Your tax-deductible gift of $65 to SIM’s Girls off the Streets Fund  
(09340) will give girls like Shilpa medical care, legal assistance and 
education for one month in an aftercare home. You can also give 
online by visiting www.sim.org.au, or use the response form at the 
back of this newsletter.  

Somewhere between one and two million people are trafficked 
around the world each year. Approximately 225,000 of these 
people are from South Asia (Nepal, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Maldives and Bhutan).**

**source: Association of Women’s Rights 
in Development (2002),  Friday File, 

 21 June, p. 82 

https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/girls-off-the-streets
http://www.sim.org.au


Burkina Faso

*Statistics based on United Nations Development Programme, 2015

Human Development Index

"Human development – or the human 
development approach - is about 
expanding the richness of human life, 
rather than simply the richness of the 
economy in which human beings live.  
It is an approach that is focused on 
people and their opportunities and 
choices." 
United Nations Development Programme
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The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) ranks the world’s 
nations according to areas such as life expectancy, education, and 
income per capita to determine the Human Development Index. Amartya 
Sen, Indian economist who contributed to the development of the 
index, framed development as the ‘deprivation of opportunity’.

‘Poverty is not just a lack of money; it is not having 
the capability to realise one’s full potential as a 
human being.’ –Amartya Sen

Not surprisingly, Australia ranked very highly in human development, 
coming 2nd out of 188 countries. At the bottom of the pack at 183 was 
West African country, Burkina Faso. The country that lies in the heart of 
the Sahel region with a population of 18.5 million is amongst the ten 
poorest countries in the world. 

A central issue facing Burkina Faso is food security as the area is prone 
to drought and famine.  With 4 out of 5 of the population dependent on 
subsistent farming for survival, just less than half of the population live 
under the poverty line. A total of 350,000 children suffer from moderate 
acute malnutrition and 149,000 from severe acute malnutrition.*

GIVE: 

Your tax-deductble gift to SIM’s Community Transformation Fund 
(09320), will help provide much needed treatment for children 
like Malata who suffer from malnutrition! You can give online 
at www.sim.org.au or use the response form at the back of this 
newsletter. Gifts over $2 are tax-deductible. 

CArInG for KIds wITH MALnuTrITIon 

SIM’s Caring for Kids project was started in the 1980s when missionary 
nurses in the Burkinabé city of Piela became convicted of the need to 
respond the large numbers of local children suffering from malnutrition. 
A health centre was established with the vision of rehabilitating 
malnourished orphans and other vulnerable children. Many years later, 
the centre continues to care for the kids of Burkina Faso by providing 
infant formula and milk powder, educating mothers about nutrition 
and supplying a nutrient rich porridge cereal at a reduced cost to local 
families.  

MALATA's sTory

Malata was born in a small village five kilometers away from the Caring 
for Kids health centre. For the first six months of her life, Malata suffered 
from severe malnutrition. When her family took her to the health centre, 
she was able to regain her appetite and put on significant weight over 
a short period of time. However, after months of improving Malata’s 
mother fell pregnant. Malata’s progress was undone as her mother sunk 
into a depression, neglecting care for her daughter.

When Malata’s mother realised how unwell her child was, she wanted to 
take her daughter back to the clinic. Her own mother however opposed 
her. Malata’s grandmother insisted that they treat Malata’s health issues 
with traditional remedies, such as a concoction of roots, bark, leaves and 
plant matter. However, she continued to lose weight every day to the 
point where Malata was unrecognisable. 

It was at this point that Malata’s mother took her daughter back to 
the Caring for Kids health centre. Those working at the centre quickly 
diagnosed her with severe acute malnutrition and severe dehydration. 
They immediately started treatment and put her on a nutrient-rich diet. 
Malata continued the nutrition treatment for three months and is now 
maintaining healthy weight. 

https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/community-transformation-fund
http://www.sim.org.au


MY DETAILS  (*required fields)
 
Donor Number (if known) ___________________________ *Title  Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev ____________

*First name  _______________________________________ *Surname ______________________________________________________

*Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Suburb  ____________________________________________________________ *State  ____________ *Postcode _______________

*Phone  __________________________ Email _________________________________________________________________________

Please debit my:             Visa               Mastercard              Amex

Name on card __________________________________________  Signature _________________________________________________ 

Card no.  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___  /  ___  ___  ___  ___       Expiry  ___  ___  /  ___  ___ 

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia. 
Give to SIM Australia through Steer Inc - visit www.steerinc.com/ 
Direct Debit (download the form at www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give) 

SIM Australia facilitates missionaries from anywhere to everywhere, working in a diverse range of ministries. SIMaid is the aid and  
development arm of SIM Australia, and as such seeks to follow the teaching and example of Jesus Christ in offering practical help  
to communities in poverty. SIMaid directs resources into sustainable aid and development projects in partnership with local  
communities to empower them to live with dignity and hope.

Contact details
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au  (P)1300 746 580 (E) partner.relations@sim.org.au                 simaustralia 
SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441        SIMaid ABN 43 484 030 223
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My Response
     Please email me SIM's monthly enews 
 Please mail me SIM's Mission Together newsletter
 Please mail me information about leaving a bequest to SIM
 Please remove me from your mailing list 

I will GIVE

Project Project Number Amount

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Community Transformation Fund 09320 $

Girls off the Streets Fund 09340 $

Where Most Needed 68011 $

OTHER: $

NON TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Reaching the Unreached Fund 09310 $

OTHER: $

TOTAL $
 
^ All donations to SIM projects will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet the needs of the projects specified.  Should a project raise funds 
in excess of its target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed. donations for sIMaid projects over $2 are tax-deductible.

MY GIFT:  

 One-off gift   
 Regular pledge:     Monthly      Quarterly      Yearly    Payments to begin:      immediately  OR  date ___  ___  /  ___  ___  / ___  ___  

http://www.steerinc.com/
http://www.sim.org.au/donate/ways-to-give
http://www.sim.org.au
mailto://partner.relations@sim.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/simaustralia/
https://www.sim.org.au/subscription-forms/sign-up-to-newsletter
https://www.sim.org.au/subscription-forms/sign-up-to-newsletter
https://www.sim.org.au/donate/bequests
mailto://partner.relations@sim.org.au
https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/community-transformation-fund/community-transformation-fund
https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/girls-off-the-streets/girls-off-the-streets-fund
https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/simaid-general-fund/simaid-where-most-needed
https://www.sim.org.au/donate/project/reaching-the-unreached-fund/reaching-the-unreached-fund

