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Don’t send an ordinary card, 
send a Heaven Sent Gift card!
It’s a greeting card with a difference - a card that 
helps bring life-changing hope to an orphan 
impacted by HIV and AIDS, rescue a girl from sex 
trafficking or give dignity to a person living with 
disability.

Christmas orders must be received by 30 
November. All other orders will be processed 
and mailed within 14 days. Browse and order 
your Heaven Sent Gifts at www.sim.org.au or 
request a catalogue on the response form at the 
back of this newsletter.

Why not bless someone with a Heaven Sent Gift 
today? 

MISSIONARIES: 
Ordinary Men and Women  
With Extraordinary Hearts

Praise God with us for the 7 Members and 29 Associates who left this 
year to serve with SIM in 13 countries. Recently Phil and Janne Andrew 
finished up 21 years serving in Nigeria, and Jackie Bolger, retired after 
32 years of service in South Africa. We give thanks for the devotion and 
perseverance of God’s people who sustained them by prayer and giving.

When people read missionary prayer letters, learn about the projects 
they completed or people they influenced, they sometimes think, “I 
could never do that! Missionaries are super-spiritual superheroes!”

In many ways, missionaries are unique. But they are just ordinary people 
with extraordinary big hearts for people who are living and dying 
without the Gospel. That’s what motivates them to spend so many years 
on the field.

A recent study found three main factors influenced long term 
missionaries’ decision to serve God – interaction with missionaries, 
participation in short term mission trips and exposure to the world and 
its needs.* When we interview candidates and speak with returned 
missionaries, it is clear that God guides his people through a range of 
events and experiences.

Perhaps God is stirring you towards an extraordinary heart for lost 
people, especially those who don’t have access to the Gospel. Maybe God 
is leading you to use your skills to serve him overseas. Be encouraged as 
you read about the ordinary men and women of SIM Australia who are 
serving in a wide range of ministries. Learn about the needs in Niger and 
Bolivia, and how God’s people are sharing His hope and light. 

Maybe you are part of the vital team praying and supporting 
missionaries or want to join the team. On behalf of our missionaries, 
I express our deepest appreciation for your faithful prayers and gifts. 
Please continue to ask the Lord of the Harvest for more ordinary 
workers, so that we can continue to do extraordinary things for God. 

Together for the sake of the Gospel,

Omar Djoeandy 
National Director

*The journey towards long-term missionary service: How Australian missionaries are being called 
and choose mission agencies. R Hibbert, E Hibbert, T Silberman. Missiology April 21 2015.

2016 GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE NOW

http://www.sim.org.au/heaven-sent-gifts
http://www.sim.org.au/heaven-sent-gifts
http://www.sim.org.au/
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/heaven-sent-gifts
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Short termers Matt and Bek share about 
their time in Bolivia.
Matt and Bek Gilson and their two girls spent 2014 in 
Bolivia as Short Term Associates. They worked with local SIM 
partners to provide technical support and advice to help local 
communities use sustainable and low technology to improve 
water and sanitation facilities.

Why did you spend a year in Bolivia?
To be honest, I (Matt) had never really heard of Bolivia! We’d 
been praying about how we could serve God as a family. 
Bek grew up in a cross-cultural context but I had only been 
overseas with work. So we decided to take a year away from 
life here to check it out. 

How did SIM help you decide where to go?
We approached SIM to find out how we can use our skills and 
experiences. Bek is a community development worker and 
I’m an Engineer. We found some fascinating opportunities in 
projects around the world. Once we saw the opportunity to 
serve in Bolivia, we dived in to learn more about the country 
and its people.

What did God teach you in Bolivia?
Some of the things we learnt were from seeing a different 
context and culture, living without the things we’re used 
to and having our assumptions challenged. But the most 
important things we learnt applied directly to our lives here. 

Like, what sort of things?
As we observed the Quechua culture and church and lived 
without our usual community support, God showed us that 
His Kingdom is a communal expression – we need each other. 
How we fellowship as God’s family is more important than 

polished programs. We now have a greater appreciation for 
the relationships that we have in Australia and Bolivia.

What was the most treasured memory of your time?
We had the wonderful opportunity to travel with a Bolivian 
Pastor into an even more remote area than where we lived. 
The pastor and his family came from another town to minister 
in this church for a year. 

Sounds like they were basically on a short term mission. 
Like you and Matt.
Pretty much! I (Bek) listened as the pastor’s wife shared her 
struggles with me: limited access to nutritious food, feeling 
like outsiders in the community. She worried about her son’s 
health. She wanted to trust God but found it hard. For that 
short moment, despite the differences between us, we were 
both mums in ministry away from our families, who simply 
loved and worried about our kids.

What advice would you give to people headed for short 
term mission trips?
Always expect the unexpected! Having a plan isn’t the most 
important part. It’s the process of planning that’s important. 
Lots of things will change even after planning, so just get 
involved and expect that things will turn out differently! Who 
knows what God might be teaching you?  

Go. 
Why not spend a year or two to make a difference in one 
person’s life or in a whole community? Contact us by 
completing an enquiry form on www.sim.org.au  
or call our national office (02) 9580 1422. 

AN AUSSIE FAMILY  
IN THE ANDES

http://www.sim.org.au/
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Fifteenth century painter Hans Memling’s oil 
painting was painted on a Baltic oak panel. 
The painting, not larger than one metre 
wide, portrays a bird’s eye-view of a large 
medieval walled city with exotic towers and 
an intricately-drawn crowd meandering 
through porticos.
A close-up view reveals 23 mini pictures of the Passion of Christ 
- beginning with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, his trial before 
Pilate, and ending with the Crucifixion. Each small precise 
scene comes together to depict the one great narrative.

SIM is grateful for the many missionaries who are playing a 
part in God’s bigger picture in the Republic of Benin, a nation 
that has a rich heritage of art, culture and politics. Since 
1946, SIM has been working with local churches, sharing 
the Greatest Story with more Beninese, many of whom are 
Muslims or animists. Faithful disciples of Jesus all play a large 
role in leading many to God’s kingdom through strategic 
ministries such as health services, Bible teaching, HIV and AIDS 
ministries, radio evangelism and Bible translation.

AN ENGINEER WITH A WILLING HEART TO SERVE 

Sil Ruddle has been part of the big picture in Benin for the 
past 3 years. In Australia, Sil worked as an engineer with the 
local water authority in Canberra. But she wasn’t convinced 
that was where she would stay for the rest of her life. “I was 
never driven in terms of chasing a successful career or a secure 
income. I just knew there was more to life than that,” said Sil. 

In the course of attending mission conferences and speaking 
to friends, Sil was challenged to use her engineering skills 
to serve others in a cross-cultural context. “For me there was 

no light bulb moment but God just slowly chipping away, 
teaching and showing me that I was equipped and willing to 
serve Him overseas.” 

At Bible College, she gained a new perspective and sense of 
purpose of what God was doing in her life. She talked with 
various mission agencies and found that there were lots of 
roles in other countries for people with project management 
or administration skills. “The list was endless. In many ways 
all these roles play a vital part in supporting Gospel work 
throughout the world.” 

GOD DOESN’T WASTE ANY SKILLS

“Sport was also a huge part of my life growing up. Rarely 
would a week pass by when I wasn’t wielding a racket, 
catching a ball or running around an oval. Little did I imagine 
that this beginning would develop into a seven year career 
with the Australian women’s volleyball team.” During that 
time Sil competed in the Sydney 2000 Olympics, played 
professionally for a season in Holland and travelled to over 30 
countries playing volleyball.

GLIMPSES OF GOD’S  
BIG PICTURE
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Pray.
• For effective leadership and visionary thinking for SIM 

Benin and its partner church 

• For progress in Yom, Monkole and Fulani Bible 
translations

• For SIM Benin as they explore ministries among 
unreached people groups in the north.

Go.
If you have a heart and burden to see God’s name 
praised in Africa, Asia and Latin America, there are 
many opportunities for you to serve.  
 
Call our national office on (02) 9580 1422  
or complete an online enquiry on www.sim.org.au

What Sil didn’t expect was how God would use her sport skills in 
sharing the Gospel in Benin. Through sports Sil has been able to 
connect with many young Beninese – whether it’s just playing 
volleyball with her neighbours or coaching at a local school. 
“One of the things I learnt in Benin is that God doesn’t waste any 
skills. Playing volleyball isn’t my primary ministry in Benin, but 
God has taken those skills and given me an opportunity to use 
them to encourage others and build relationships.” 

PROJECTS, PAPERWORK AND GOD’S BIG PICTURE

Sil has just returned for her second term serving as the SIM 
Benin/Togo Projects Coordinator. She helps coordinate 
about 40 projects that receive international funding. “I 
support ministries such as literacy and translation work, radio 
evangelism and medical work. I love that I can use my project 
management and engineering skills to be involved in Gospel 
work in Benin and Togo.” 

In one small vignette, Sil was instrumental in helping an SIM 
Benin project move under the global initiative of SIM HOPE 
for AIDS to gain better exposure and funding. “The project 
manager was feeling quite burdened by this. It was really too 
much for their small team, on top of all the other work they 
were doing. So it was lovely to be able to come alongside 
them and help them work through the paperwork.”

Another small vignette adds to the bigger picture in Benin – 
the Fulani people in Benin now have access to not only the 
New Testament, but parts of the Old Testament in their heart 
language. Sil was able to engage with donors and the local 
church to set up an agreement that has allowed this particular 
Old Testament translation project to thrive.  “It has been a 
delight to supply the team with the equipment they need 
and free up the translators so they don’t have to worry about 
every single administrative or financial detail. It was a privilege 
to stand with one of our translators eighteen months ago, 
holding one of the first copies of Genesis that was printed.” 

God’s painting is still in progress in Benin. One day every 
creature in heaven and on earth will sing, “Blessing and honour 
and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the throne 
and to the Lamb forever and ever.”’ (Rev 5:13, NLT). The final 
painting will be even more beautiful than we can imagine. 

Which scene will you be part of in God’s big painting?

http://www.sim.org.au/benin
http://www.sim.org.au/enquire
http://www.sim.org.au/
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/h2/p/hope-for-aids-fund
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Pray.
• Praise for the good response to the mobile Bible school, 

and that many are beginning to study the Bible for 
themselves.

• For the Radio ministry to remain strong and focussed 
on encouraging the Quechua church 

• For Quechua Christians to grow in their faith and 
commitment to Christ

Give.
Some wards at Galmi Hospital have recently been 
renovated but the medical, paediatric and administration 
buildings are still in need of redevelopment. Please help 
us build better facilities by contributing to  
SIM’s Galmi Redevelopment Project (97450).   
You can give online at www.sim.org.au or use the response 
form at the back of this newsletter. Thank you!

NEW LIFE

A pale and tired Djali arrived at Galmi Hospital 
from northern Nigeria. She’d been in labour 
and hadn’t felt the baby move for days. 
Pregnant with her ninth baby, Djali was at risk of bleeding if she 
was to deliver normally, especially now her membranes had also 
ruptured. Sadly, her baby hadn’t survived, so Dr Anne-Sophie 
and her team started to prepare Djali for a Caesarean section.

Abdou, the head of operating theatres, put in the spinal 
anaesthetic. He asked, “Have you ever heard of the good news 
of Jesus?” “No,” Djali answered. 

Abdou began to share the Gospel with Djali, then asked, 
“Would you like to accept the life that Jesus offers?” Anne-
Sophie felt tears well up as Djali said, “Yes!” 

For 50 years Galmi Hospital in Niger has been unashamed 
of the Gospel message and its power to change lives. Djali 
travelled a long way to this Christian hospital because she 
knew she would receive the best medical care in this region. 
Other patients have spoken about how well the staff cared for 
their physical, spiritual and emotional needs. 

Djali stayed in Galmi Hospital for a week. During that time Anne-
Sophie and her colleague spent time nurturing her new found 
faith. “Djali doesn’t have a mobile phone, so a memory card with 
the Hausa audio Bible won’t be useful. We spent an hour with 
Djali and the lady sitting next to her, explaining what it means 
to follow Jesus. It was an absolute joy that they embraced the 
certainty of eternal life through faith in Jesus!” said Anne-Sophie.

Go: Why not be part of the team at Galmi Hospital? If you have 
a calling to serve, we have a place for you! Call (02) 9580 1422 
or fill in an enquiry form on www.sim.org.au to find out more.

QUECHUA RADIO MOSOJ CHASKI 

“I wake up with Mosoj Chaski and I go to bed 
with Mosoj Chaski, because it is my advisor 
for all my life,” says Célida Vascopé. 
Célida and her two children live in their rural farm house, an 
eight-hour bus ride from Cochabamba, Bolivia. Her husband 
works in another city to supplement the family income. 

Like Célida the majority of the Quechua people in Bolivia live 
in very isolated parts of the Andes mountains, so radio is an 
effective means of evangelism and discipleship. 

For over 16 years, Quechua Radio Mosoj Chaski has been 
broadcasting the message of Jesus Christ across Bolivia. 
With programming entirely in the Quechua language, this 
shortwave radio serves the needs of more than two million 
Quechua speakers across the Andes. “Our vision is to give 
more Quechua people the opportunity to hear the Gospel, be 
transformed by its message, see more believers being built up 
with God’s Word,” says Victor Campos, the Director of Mosoj 
Chaski. 

Staff at Mosoj Chaski write and produce their own programs 
that are aired every dawn and dusk. Those away from home, 
like Célida’s husband, can convey important messages to 
their families through the Radio. Mosoj Chaski also prints and 
distributes booklets in Quechua, runs a mobile Bible school 
and two stores. 

Give: Your gift to Quechua Radio Mosoj Chaski (91314) will go 
towards production costs that include program writing, 
recording and editing for broadcast. You can give online at 
www.sim.org.au or use the response form at the back of this 
newsletter. 

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/g2/p/galmi-redevelopment-project
http://www.sim.org.au/
http://galmi.org/about/galmi-hospital
http://www.sim.org.au/enquire
http://www.sim.org.au/
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/q2/p/quechua-radio-mosoj-chaski
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/q2/p/quechua-radio-mosoj-chaski
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/q2/p/quechua-radio-mosoj-chaski
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/q2/p/quechua-radio-mosoj-chaski
http://www.sim.org.au/


MISSION TOGETHER  |  OCTOBER 2015  |  ISSUE 143    |     7

Ben and Penny (VIC) 
After a short term mission, Ben and Penny felt the Lord stir 
their hearts for the spiritually lost and physically needy in the 
world. They are now heading to South Asia to work with a 
company that provides sustainable livelihood for women at 
risk and survivors of trafficking.  (041802)

PREPARING
TO SERVE

Matt Warren (VIC)
God led Matt to Niger for an internship in 2013 during which 
he learned the Hausa language and made strong links with 
locals. This fuelled his passion for the people of Niger to meet 
Jesus. Matt is returning to Niger to build relationships while 
reaching those who have not yet heard the Gospel. (039816) 

David, Janenne and Rachel Hay (ACT) 
David, Janenne and Rachel are preparing to serve long 
term in South Africa where they will be sharing Jesus’ love 
with orphaned and abandoned children. Their desire was 
confirmed after a short trip where they saw the devastating 
effect of HIV and AIDS on children and families. (042353).

Bethany Puffett (QLD/NSW) 
Bethany’s experience in university and church ministries has 
prepared her to serve God in Guinea in sub-Saharan Africa. 
She looks forward to many and varied opportunities to 
connect with children and their families among the Maninka 
people group. (031188)

The Lord calls His people in different ways to take 
the Gospel to all nations. Pray for these mission 

partners as they prepare to go. They need a team 
of prayer and financial supporters who will go 
with them. If you would like to invite them to 

share at your church or prayer group,  
please email Carmen.Derooy@sim.org.au  

Please consider a partnership in ministry with one or more of these missionaries through your prayer and/or financial 
support. To request more information please email Partner.Relations@sim.org.au. You may also make a one-off gift to any of 
these missionaries by visiting www.sim.org.au or by calling (02) 9580 1422.

http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/b/p/ben-and-penny
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/w/p/warren-m
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/p/hay-d-j-and-r
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/p/puffett-b
mailto:Partner.Relations@sim.org.au


 MY RESPONSE
 Please email me monthly enews about 

  mission   projects
 Please mail me SIM Project Focus newsletter
 Please mail me information about leaving a bequest to SIM 
 Please remove me from your mailing list

I will PRAY
 Praying Together daily prayer points via  

  email   print

I will GO
 I’m interested in exploring mission; please contact me.

Comments _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

I will GIVE

SINGLE GIFT

    

REGULAR CREDIT CARD PLEDGE

Regular Pledge gift^ to SIM’s project or missionary:

Name & Country  ____________________________________

Project or Missionary # ________________________________

Frequency of pledge:  monthly     quarterly     yearly 

$  _________________________________________________

Payments to begin     next month OR  
 
date:   /   /  
 
Recurring direct debit giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
 
Online giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online

^All donations to SIM will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet 
the needs of the projects specified. Should a project raise funds in excess of its 
target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed.

1.

2.

MY DETAILS    *required fields
Supporter Number (if known) __________________________

*Title Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev /Other 

*First name _________________________________________

*Surname  __________________________________________

*Address ___________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
*Suburb ___________ *State ___________ *Postcode _______
 
*Phone ____________________________________________
 
Email ______________________________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS

Please debit my: 
 Visa   Mastercard   Amex

Name on card   ______________________________________

Signature  __________________________________________

Card no.  
    /     /     /    

Expiry   /   

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia.

CONTACT DETAILS
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au
(P) 02 9580 1422 (F) 02 9580 1477 
(E) partner.relations@sim.org.au

SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441
SIMaid ABN 43 484 030 223

Code MT 143

Mission Together is a publication of Serving in Mission (SIM), an 
interdenominational evangelical mission. SIM includes Africa Evangelical 
Fellowship, Andes Evangelical Mission, International Christian Fellowship 
and Sudan Interior Mission.

SIM Australia mobilises people, prayer and funds to make Christ known. We 
facilitate missionaries from anywhere to everywhere to reach the unreached 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to partner with local churches to 
evangelise, disciple and share the love of Christ. We support a wide range of 
projects to minister to human need, including aid and development 
initiatives through our tax deductible arm SIMaid.

For security reasons, pseudonyms are used to protect some of the 
contributors and people mentioned in this newsletter. Copyright © 2014 SIM 
and its licensors. All rights reserved. Enquiries: media.support@sim.org.au

4.

5.

6.

3.

Project Project 
Number Amount

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

SIMaid Where most needed 68011 $

NON TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Galmi Redevelopment Project 97450 $

Quechua Radio Mosoj Chaski 91314 $

Reaching the Unreached Fund 09310 $

OTHER: $

Please send me a Heaven Sent Gifts Catalogue Yes / No

TOTAL $

http://www.sim.org.au/subscribe
http://www.sim.org.au/bequest
mailto:Partner.Relations@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/by-prayer
http://www.sim.org.au/by-prayer
mailto:sim.australia@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
http://www.sim.org.au/donate-online
http://www.sim.org.au
mailto:partner.relations@sim.org.au
mailto:media.support@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/w2/p/where-most-needed-s68011
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/g2/p/galmi-redevelopment-project
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/q2/p/quechua-radio-mosoj-chaski
http://www.sim.org.au/online-giving/c/r2/p/reaching-the-unreached-fund
mailto:partner.relations@sim.org.au
http://www.sim.org.au/heaven-sent-gifts

