SIM PROJECT FOCUS

© Can Stock/prwstd

OCTOBER 2017 ISSUE 10

HOPE FOR

HOPE for AIDS transitioning to Hope for Life
“Over the years, there has been a paradigm shift.
Efforts that were initially focused on helping
people to die well are now focused on
bringing life.”
Since the early 1990s, SIM has actively
responded to issues of HIV and AIDS
through collaborative health and
development projects. SIM Australia
supports HIV projects in Thailand,
India, Malawi and Zimbabwe
under the umbrella of HOPE for
AIDS.
SIM has always strived to be
on the cutting edge of the fastmoving HIV pandemic. In the
past, the focus of our projects
was on prevention and equipping
people and communities to cope
well with death. The legacy of HOPE for
AIDS is in the demonstration of God’s love to those infected and affected
by HIV and the testimonies of those who have found comfort and hope.
In everything SIM has done, Christ has been central. SIM always points to
the cross and resurrection to explain our commitment to those in need
and we believe the enabling of the local church has been key to change.

is the centre of our new HIV
response and the reason
behind a decision to change
the name of HOPE for AIDS
to Hope for Life in 2018.

However, over the years, there has been a paradigm shift. Efforts that were
initially focused on helping people to die well are now focused on bringing life.
"Life” is the centre of our new HIV response and the reason behind a decision
to change in 2018. This is consistent with Jesus’ words, “I have come that you might
have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10b). As we look to the future, Hope for
Life will continue to minister in hard to reach communities affected by HIV.
This shift to bring life reflects SIM’s response to our times and global advances
in countering HIV. With better access to treatment and more effective care, we
can be much more confident in terms of life expectancy, transmission rates
and church/community-based approaches. Furthermore, our Christ-centred,
faith-motivated responses to the specific needs of people living with and
affected by HIV provide unique opportunities to partner with local churches
and to bring about transformation in individuals, families and communities.
Please join us in praying for our Hope for Life projects, specifically that they
will continue to be effective bringing life to those living with and affected by
HIV. Please also consider whether you can support our Hope for Life projects
through financial partnership. If you would like to discuss this, please contact
Partner Relations using the response slip at the back of this newsletter, calling
1300 746 580 or emailing partner.relations@sim.org.au.
Jacqui Croxon
SIM Australia missionary & SIM HIV Ministry Point Person

Werribee Baptist Church
SIM Australia Missionary Jacqui Croxon’s home church
in Australia, Werribee Baptist (VIC) has faithfully
supported HOPE for AIDS Thailand - Radical Grace
over many years. This year a short-term team visited
Thailand to see and experience various aspects of
Radical Grace’s ministry first-hand. The team also
led worship and ran the children’s program at SIM
Thailand’s annual Spiritual Life Conference. These acts
of love, in sacrificing time and finances to serve, were
a great encouragement to the SIM Thailand team
and will help keep missionaries going in their work of
serving those who are marginalised and vulnerable.
Thank you!

HOPE for AIDS
Thailand
Radical Grace
“The stranger who
resides with you shall be to
you as the native is amongst you,
and you shall love him as yourself,
for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt; I am the Lord your God.”
Leviticus 19:34

Fon’s Story:
Finding an Identity in Life

people living with HIV are on ARVs. ARV
medication needs to be taken daily but is
very effective at suppressing the HIV virus
and improving the quality of life.

HOPE for AIDS Thailand - Radical Grace uses a
holistic, relational approach to offer support Even if someone living with HIV gets access
to people living with or affected by HIV and to medicine, it still takes discipline and care to
AIDS. At the heart of Radical Grace is “the make sure the medication is taken regularly.
mission to bring hope to all of life”
“Often people who come from backgrounds
We don’t know how old Fon is – and neither like Fon’s emerge from such a dysfunctional
does she. She has no birth certificate, and for and abusive past that they don’t have that
many years, no passport or any other official self-discipline”, said a Support Volunteer from
documents allowing her to exist or belong Radical Grace. “And we see that she’s chosen
anywhere – no official identity. In the eyes of to trust people again, despite the abuse she’s
Thai society, she was just an orphaned girl experienced in the past” she added, explaining
who, over the years, suffered sexual abuse that Fon is now happily remarried.
and became sick with HIV. What place is there
for someone without an identity, and with no Fon now works at Baan Sabaay, a temporary
respite home for people living with HIV. Here
country, state or family to claim her?
she is a care giver, often for people in a similar
When Fon first came in contact with SIM’s situation to where she has come from.
Radical Grace ministry, she was dying. She was an
undocumented worker, one of many in Thailand Fon’s story is a miracle – an orphan with no
from countries like Myanmar, Cambodia and family or country, once sick and dying – now
registered as a migrant in Thailand, married,
Laos, and didn’t know how to get help.
with friends and community, healthy and
Fon was fortunate that a government initiative alive. Perhaps the greater miracle is that she
to reduce HIV meant that she could access has not let bitterness stain her life, but instead
antiretroviral treatments (ARVs), even though has chosen a life of joy.
she was undocumented. Radical Grace staff
member took Fon to hospital where they For those who, like Fon, once were without
were able to buy insurance and access ARV a family, country and identity – there is a God
medication. HIV prevalence amongst migrants who loves and cares for the orphans, widows
in Thailand is up to four times the rate found and foreigners.

GIVE:
Help more people living with HIV to
access holistic medical care! Your taxdeductible gift to our HOPE for AIDS fund
(09330) can help to change lives through
projects such as HOPE for AIDS Thailand
Radical Grace. You can give online at
sim.org.au, or use the response form at the
back of this newsletter.

GO:
Do you have a background in medicine
or community health? Could you use
your skills to demonstrate the love of
Christ to people living with HIV? Many
opportunities exist for you to use your
skills on the mission field in Africa, Asia
and South America. Why not start a
conversation with a SIM mission mobiliser
today by filling out an enquiry online at
sim.org.au/enquire or by using the back of
this newsletter.

amongst the general Thai population*. In
“We can see that God cares about these migrants
light of this, a major public health goal for
very much”, a Radical Grace team member said.
the country is to reduce transmission and
“And we can see the grace of God on them.”
prevalence of HIV and AIDS through ensuring
*http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/UNAIDS_Gap_report_en.pdf
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HOPE for AIDS
Malawi

caring for 'the least of these'
lives in chididi
Our Home Based Care (HBC) program in Chididi, a remote rural village
in Malawi is a beautiful example of long term, compassionate
commitment to care for the sickest members of a community. The
HOPE for AIDS program in Chididi was started in 2006. While HIV rates
of infection have decreased since then, 1 in 11 people in Malawi today
are living with HIV. Malawi’s health services still remain severely under
resourced and are unable to provide adequate care for these people.
HBC helps to fill this gap through a team of SIM workers and volunteers
who visit homes of people affected by HIV in rural communities like
Chididi.
The volunteers from each of the six Home Based Care locations are from local
churches and are the backbone of the project. Amazingly, between 2012
and 2016, our HBC team assisted 471 people affected by HIV. Since each
client was visited at least once a week, we can report that over this period a
total of just under 60,000 visitations took place! One client commented that
they “show us love whenever we meet.” They are appreciated by many
lonely, desperate and sick people as “someone who cares about me”
and a listening ear.
Visiting the Home Based Care program in Chididi a few months ago, I
met some of the people who benefit from the program; a lady with
swollen legs who coughs up blood, an elderly man who is weak and
incontinent and several widow mothers living with HIV. These people
may be seen as the “least” in the eyes of the world, but to our Father in
heaven they are known and loved. During my visit I was encouraged to
hear of mothers growing in strength to care for their children, and of a
man who had refused to be tested for HIV but who was now receiving
treatment and back to feeling well.
Chididi is filled with many stories, including both happy and sad
endings. Although HIV continues to steal life, there are many more
incidents of people coming to find hope. When someone living
with HIV is able to access treatment and ongoing medical care, their
life expectancy and quality of life is greatly increased. For example,

Lugono* was a sick young boy with HIV. The staff at HBC were
concerned when he withdrew from school and church. Through
counselling, it became apparent that Lugono’s withdrawal was linked
to a sense of hopelessness. Now Lugono is attending school and
church once again and has a much more positive outlook for the
future.
As long as Malawi remains amongst the poorest nations, the church
continues to have a responsibility to bring the love of Christ through
practical care to ‘the least of these’ as well as the message of hope.
I thank God for all our HBC volunteers and supporters who make
this possible in Chididi together with our other five Home Based Care
programs in different locations across Malawi.
*Name changed to protect identity

Jackie Hammond, SIM Australia Missionary

PRAY:
• Give thanks for how God is equipping his church in Malawi to
love and care for people living with HIV and AIDS. Praise God
for the many volunteers from local Malawian church, many who
have served faithfully over many years.
• Pray for the community of Chididi, that people in need of
medical care would be able to access the help they need. Pray
that through HOPE for AIDS and other government and NGO
initiatives, that cycles of poverty might be broken and all people
would be able to live lives of dignity.

“The volunteers show us love whenever we meet.”
- Home Based Care client

BETWEEN 2012 AND 2016,
HOME BASEd care in malawi...
Partnered with
9 local churches

Trained 145 volunteers

Facilitated 59,550 visits
to clients

Provided 14,292 monthly food
supplement packages

Assisted 471 people (and their
carers)

GO:
The HOPE for AIDS team in Malawi work closely with
the volunteer teams, visiting the sick and orphans
in their homes, providing practical assistance and
distributing essential household items. The team
needs people from diverse backgrounds to also assist
in construction, teaching, youth work and community
health. To find out more, leave an enquiry online at
sim.org.au/enquire or by using the back of this
newsletter.

GIVE:
Your tax-deductible gift towards HOPE for AIDS
Malawi’s Orphan Care project (96255) will make a big
difference in the life of an orphaned child affected by
HIV! Why not purchase a $12 tax-deductible “Super
Porridge” Heaven-Sent gift and personalise the card
for a friend to let them know you have contributed
towards providing nutritious, vitamin fortified
porridge for children affected by HIV in Malawi!
Go to sim.org.au/heavensent or use the response
form at the back of this newsletter.
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HOPE for AIDS
Zimbabwe
Improving Life,
Bringing Hope Operation Neighbour
Care

The story of HIV in Zimbabwe
The first case of AIDS in Zimbabwe was reported in 1985. At the
time, prominent politicians denied the finding and did not want to
acknowledge the gravity of the problem. Ten years later there was no
denying that the country was experiencing a pandemic. In the mid-90s,
rates of infection peaked with 27.7% of the Zimbabwean population
diagnosed as HIV positive.
Fast-forward to today and the percentage of Zimbabweans living
with HIV is 14.6%. Women, migrants and sex workers are amongst
the most vulnerable groups to contract HIV. While HIV and AIDS
remain a significant struggle for the country, Zimbabwe is making
significant progress and is on track to meet by 2020 the United
Nation’s ambitious ‘90-90-90’ targets that:
• 90 percent of people with HIV will be diagnosed
• 90 percent of those diagnosed will receive HIV treatment
• 90 percent of those on treatment to be effectively treated and achieve
suppression of their infection.
Combatting HIV is closely entwined with alleviating poverty. Many
people with HIV fall into poverty as they face the burdens of paying
for treatment and community stigma that makes it hard to find
work. On the flip side, people living in poverty are less likely to
access education about HIV and become more vulnerable to
infection. Without intervention people living in poverty will continue
to transmit HIV, and people who have transmitted HIV will continue
to fall into poverty.

Improving Quality of Life: Operation Neighbour Care
Operation Neighbour Care is on board with UNAIDS’ bold 90:90:90
targets and works to improve the quality of care and life for
orphaned and vulnerable children affected by HIV. The broad scope
of the project sees children receive scholarships to stay in school,
attend seminars related to HIV prevention, attend counselling sessions
and camps, receive food packs and access “nutrition gardens,” supply

infants with milk and a goat ownership program. The project started
in 2010 with a vision of “strengthening the arms of the carers” of
children with HIV rather than building orphanages.
Between 2010 and 2015:
• 1137 children received stationery and uniform assistance
• 107 children received food parcels
• 1454 children attended counselling camps

Goats for Kids!
Moyo* is in grade two at school. When Moyo was four years old, his
mother passed away from HIV. Since Moyo has never known his
father, he lives with his grandmother. Although Moyo’s
grandmother loves him, she struggles to provide for their basic
needs such as paying Moyo’s school fees and providing nutritious
food.
But, there is a game-changer! Moyo was given a goat through SIM’s
Operation Neighbour Care project. He was taught how to milk and
take care of his animal.
*Name changed to protect identity

“The goats have transformed
lives, added value to families,
restored dignity and created
wealth.”
–ONC Field Officer

Edwardstown Baptist Church
Moyo is given a
goat and trained
how to look after it.

Owning a goat is a status
symbol in Zimbabwe
and helps Moyo to
feel special and that
he has responsibility.

A big, hearty ‘thank you’ to Edwardstown Baptist Church (South Australia)
for their fundraising efforts for SIM’s Operation Neighbour Care project!
From creative initiatives such as lemonade stalls run by the kids, over $8000
was raised with funds directed towards the purchasing of goats. Over 180
children in the program have benefited from this generous gift. Thank you!

Caiphas & Sekai – SIM Zimbabwe visit
to Australia
SIM Australia was greatly encouraged
by the visit of SIM Zimbabwe Director,
Caiphas Ngarivhume and his wife Sekai in
August. Caiphas visited Sydney, Newcastle,
Adelaide and Perth to share about SIM
Zimbabwe projects such as Operation
Neighbour Care.

The nutritious milk
can be drunk by
Moyo. Goat's milk is
an excellent source of
vitamins and minerals.

Baby goats can be sold,
with the money returned
to Moyo's family to pay
his school fees. This
helps keep him at school.

From left to right: Sekai Ngarivhume, Ross Britton
(SIM Australia Projects Co-ordinator) & Caiphas
Ngarivhume (SIM Zimbabwe Project Manager)

GIVE:
Would you like to partner with Operation
Neighbour Care (90209) in providing a goat for
a vulnerable child like Moyo? By purchasing a
tax-deductible $35 ‘Heaven-Sent’ goat gift card,
you can make a difference for a child living in
Zimbabwe and help break cycles of poverty.
Go to sim.org.au/heavensent or use the response
form at the back of this newsletter.
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My Response
I'm interested in exploring mission; please contact me
Please subscribe me to SIM's Project Focus newsletter
Please mail me SIM's Mission Together newsletter
Please email me SIM's monthly enews
Please mail me information about leaving a bequest to SIM
Please remove me from your mailing list

I will GIVE
Project

Project Number

Amount

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
HOPE for AIDS

09330

$

Where Most Needed

68011

$

> Heaven Sent Gifts 'Goat' card for Operation Neighbour Care project Zimbabwe
> Heaven Sent Gifts 'Super Porridge' card for Orphan Care project Malawi

90209

$ 35 x ______ gift cards =

96255

$ 12 x ______ gift cards =

OTHER:
TOTAL $

>
>

PFN 1710

Tick to receive a Heaven Sent Gifts Catalogue
Please tick if you prefer not to receive gift card/s

All donations to SIM projects will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet the needs of the projects specified. Should a project raise funds in
excess of its target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed. Donations for SIMaid projects over $2 are tax-deductible.

MY DETAILS (*required fields)
Donor Number (if known)____________________________ *Title Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev_____________
*First name ________________________________________ *Surname_______________________________________________________
*Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
*Suburb _____________________________________________________________ *State _____________ *Postcode________________
*Phone ___________________________ Email__________________________________________________________________________
MY GIFT:
One-off gift
Regular pledge:
Please debit my:

Monthly

Quarterly

Visa

Mastercard

Yearly Payments to begin:

immediately OR date ___ ___ / ___ ___ / ___ ___

Amex

Name on card __________________________________________ Signature__________________________________________________
Card no. _ ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___ / ___ ___ ___ ___

Expiry ___ ___ / ___ ___

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia.
Give to SIM Australia through Steer Inc - visit www.steerinc.com/
Direct Debit (download the form at www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give)
SIM Australia facilitates missionaries from anywhere to everywhere, working in a diverse range of ministries. SIMaid is the aid and development arm of
SIM Australia, and as such seeks to follow the teaching and example of Jesus Christ in offering practical help to communities in poverty. SIMaid directs
resources into sustainable aid and development projects in partnership with local communities to empower them to live with dignity and hope.

Contact Details
PO Box 42, Penshurst NSW 2222
www.sim.org.au (P)1300 746 580 (E) partner.relations@sim.org.au
Facebook: simaustralia Twitter: /SIMAustralia Instagram: sim_australia
SIM Australia ABN 46 002 679 441 SIMAID Ltd ABN 92 610 559 101

