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I am always challenged by a parable that Jesus told. In this story, 
a man leaves to go on a long journey and entrusts his money to 
three servants. When the master of the house returns, he holds 
his servants to account, enquiring what they did with the 
money. he is delighted that two of the servants were shrewd in 
their approach, investing the money and returning it to him 
with interest. But not so with the last servant, who hid his 
master’s money out of fear and missed out on the opportunity 
to see the money multiplied. 

It is confronting to consider this parable with our own context 
in mind. We too have been entrusted with the glorious treasure 
of the gospel and we have a master whose return is imminent. 
What a responsibility we have as we consider what it means for 
each of us to live kingdom-centric lives and the part we have to 
play in god’s mission. We have much work to do in our “waiting 
for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).

This publication is entitled ‘God’s Heart, Our Heartbeat,’ 
sharing with you stories of how SIM Australia is making Christ 
known amongst Minority groups around the world. The diverse 
ministry of SIM includes building bridges of friendship and 
demonstrating the compassion and love of Christ to vulnerable 
people in these communities. Would you join us as we plant 
seeds amongst unreached people groups? We hope that you 
might prayerfully consider how you can partner with us in 
working towards the multiplication of god’s kingdom, that is, 
his people.

Let us continue to remember the return of our master and seek 
his fame and glory amongst the nations.

Together for the sake of the gospel, 

Dr omar Djoeandy 
national Director of SIM Australia 

 

Main Speaker: Richard Coombs, Australian Director of MECo 
(Middle East Christian outreach) as well as a Church history 
lecturer at the Melbourne School of Theology. 

Ever wondered if god is calling you 
into world mission?  

If your skills and experience could be 
used in cross-cultural ministry? 

how you can be involved if you aren’t 
called to go?

SIMWoRLD is a conference designed to help you 
explore those questions. Experienced missionaries 
and SIM staff will be available to chat with you and 
there will be electives to choose from. Ask questions, 
find out about the opportunities that exist for 
ministry in Africa, Asia and South America and enjoy 
fellowship with like-minded people.

Register online 
www.sim.org.au/simworld 

or call 1300 746 580. Get Informed, Get Inspired, Get Involved!
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Josh*, Renée* and their three young children are from NSW, 
Australia. They live in a city in Central Asia where they work 
amongst an unreached Minority people group. 

Buqis*, a 21-year-old girl, slips off her 
glittering shoes at the door, and pads over to 
sit on a coloured mat on the carpet. I offer my 
guest black tea in a small bowl and sit down 
beside her. Inside her tight head-covering, 
Buqis’ face is tense. “My father has found a 
husband for me”, she blurts out.
growing up as a Missionary Kid in a country where this was 
common, I understand the emotions behind her words.

“how do you feel about this?” I ask.

Buqis lets out a sigh. “I am not happy…”

our conversations progress slowly. our meetings over the past 
few months have been a hard language exchange - Buqis 
desperate to learn English before getting married...while I 
slowly chip away at her language. our conversation is disjointed, 
interrupted by the need to consult a dictionary or one of my 
children needing my attention.

“Yes, I understand. You feel very anxious. has your father 
allowed you to meet the man he wants you to marry?”

“Yes, he is an older groom, once married with a son, but now 
divorced. My father says he is a kind and religious man, but I 
didn’t like him very much.”

Buqis looks miserable. I know how much she wanted love in a 
marriage and dreaded the lifestyle allotted to her - producing 
babies, working in the home under her mother-in-law’s 
direction and abandoning her dreams of study. 

“Can I pray for you, Buqis?” I ask. I know there is nothing else I 
can do and yet prayer is exactly what Buqis needs more than 
anything.

Previously Buqis had been very resistant to god. It has taken 
months to help Buqis understand the difference between the 
immoral ‘Christianity’ on Western TV and gospel-shaped lives 
my family lived.

“Yes, please pray for me,” a troubled Buqis responded.

I lift up my hands and raise my eyes to heaven. In a mixture of 
English and Buqis’ heart-language I ask our Father of kindness 
and love to give Buqis wisdom and comfort. 

Three months later, I find myself sitting behind the bridal screen 
with Buqis on her wedding day. Covered in her glittering red 
bridal clothes, my young friend cries openly. Another six weeks 
pass and Buqis shares with me bitterly that she is pregnant.

Again, I feel the struggle with how to share hope with this 
young, miserable woman. Will Buqis’ heart ever soften to the 
love of the one true god? how can I be an example of a loving 
wife and mother with so many barriers of language, culture and 
Buqis’ own hard heart? 
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*Names changed to protect identity

SHarInG BuqIS’ 
Burden

Will you pray for young women like Buqis in this hard-to-
reach Minority group community? Pray for Renée’s family 
and the multinational SIM team as they long to share the 
love of Jesus with a blinded people. Pray for wisdom as 
they work with security, visa and language challenges.

go

An urgent need is required for more workers like Renée to 
serve in Central Asia! For more information call 1300 746 
580 or email sim@sim.org.au.
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Anne-Sophie is a SIM Australia missionary serving God in Niger, 
West Africa. Anne-Sophie’s job by day (and often night) is obstetrics 
at Galmi Hospital. Galmi offers compassionate medical care as a 
bridge to sharing the love of Christ and proclaiming the Good 
News.

niger has an evangelical Christian population 
of under 0.2% and yet there is freedom to 
share the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this 
reason, SIM’s work at galmi hospital is 
strategic: hundreds of people come through 
the door each day, and have the opportunity 
to experience god’s love, and hear his good 
news proclaimed.  
Aicha is a patient who has had many sessions of chemotherapy 
over the last two years.  She was initially treated by my colleague 
with an abnormal pregnancy, which developed into a type of 
cancer. Every week or fortnight, we would do a pregnancy test 
and ultrasound to see if the disease was still present, and each 
time it was. often I would offer to pray for her, which she readily 
accepted, and I started sharing with her about Jesus, in whose 
name I had prayed.  

At the beginning of 2016, having exhausted our limited 
chemotherapy options, I discussed with her the option of 
removing her uterus. Two weeks later she came back for the 
surgery. Praise god it was a straight-forward operation.  

After the surgery, Aicha and her mother invited me to visit their 
village. I asked Warwick and natalie, SIM Australia missionaries 
to come with me to visit Aicha’s village.

Aicha’s people are herders, and so on arrival we were served 
fresh milk, then a sweet fermented milk drink, then given gifts 
of butter and more milk. We met Aicha’s husband, Ali. Warwick 
had brought some evangelistic resources which he shared with 
the men, while natalie and I shared some time with the women. 
Warwick gave Ali a Megavoice, a solar powered MP3 player with 
the Scriptures and some preaching. We spent several hours 
together, and I’m fairly sure we met over half of the village! 

Aicha continued to follow up weekly at the hospital for ongoing 
chemotherapy treatment. Each time she came, I would ask her 
what she had learnt from listening to the Megavoice. one visit, 
she said that she understood what Jesus had done for her, and 
that she accepted Jesus. We prayed together. I wanted to be 
sure that Aicha had really understood what it meant to accept 
Jesus, as many people in this context are happy to add Jesus to 
their belief system rather than allowing Jesus to transform their 
belief system. 

I asked Aicha to come again with Ali a final time before I left for 
furlough. We shared a meal together with a local Christian 
couple who work at the hospital. We spent time answering 
questions and discussing the implications of accepting Jesus. 
Ali asked, ‘how do I know if I have accepted Jesus?’ It was such a 
joy to be able to witness god’s gift of new birth as Ali prayed to 
thank god for what he has done for him in Jesus. 

Dr Anne-Sophie Rowcroft

Let tHe PeOPLeS 
PraISe YOu!
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•  Praise God that after months of chemotherapy 
treatment, three months ago Aicha found out that the 
cancer’s presence was negative

•   Pray for Aicha and Ali, the only Christians in their 
remote village. Pray that they might grow in their love 
and knowledge of god. Pray also for their village, that 
they might come to know the saving love of Christ 

•    Pray for Galmi Hospital and the staff working there. 
Pray that god would raise up a hospital Director, as the 
current Director will retire at the beginning of 2017. 

Would you consider going to where Christ 
is least known? 
     Galmi Hospital (niger, West africa). There are many 
opportunities to serve at galmi hospital. There is an urgent 
need for people with medical experience, including 
generalists, obstetricians and surgeons. There is also a 
need for people to fill roles in support services including 
engineering, maintenance (electricians, builders and 
tradesmen), primary school teaching (French-speaking), 
accountancy and administration.

     Bible College teacher (South asia). Would you teach 
god’s word in a country resistant to the gospel with 
students who are hungry to serve Christ? If so, there is an 
opportunity for someone to teach Bible classes, mentor 
students, encourage pastors and support churches in 
outreach to the majority community. 

      discipler of Students for Campus Missions           
      (Francophone north africa). People with a heart for 
Minority group ministry will lead and disciple groups of 
Sub-Saharan African students into campus missions. 
upon learning language and culture, they will train and 
mobilise these students to engage with their peers who 
do not yet follow Jesus. 

For more information, call 1300 746 580 or  
go to www.sim.org.au/enquire.

Please help us to renovate the medical, paediatric and 
administration buildings that are in great need of 
redevelopment. You can give online to SIM’s Galmi 
redevelopment Project (97450) at www.sim.org.au/
galmihospital or use the response form in this 
newsletter.   



InVIte a SPeaKer

SIM Australia has representatives who are available as guest speakers at church services, mission events, youth group, prayer 
groups and other ministry events. our workers can share about their own experiences of cross-cultural mission as well as 
challenge your church or group to ‘think global’ and how to play a part in god’s mission.  

David with his wife, Christine, and their three children has 
had the privilege of serving god in Arequipa, Peru for the 
past five years. David, originally a computer programmer 
from Sydney, now works with Christine to disciple and 
empower Peruvian students to reach their campus for Jesus. 
They also connect with students through English 
conversation classes and a web project. David and his family 
are currently on home assignment and engaging with a wide 
range of people about their ministry in Arequipa. 

Esther and her husband started a home church and 
pioneered a school and vocational centre in South Asia. 
Following the death of her husband in 2007, Esther and her 
daughter carried on this ministry.  Alongside her team,  
Esther provides quality education and empowerment to 
marginalised woman and children in a large urban city. In 
2015, she received an award for her service to women in 
South Asia. now based in Melbourne, Esther has a heart for 
sharing with churches and other groups about her ministry 

and journey.

 David Jeyachandran (Sydney)  Esther* (Melbourne)

get in touch with the SIM Australia office today to start a conversation. We are happy to talk about possible speakers appropriate 
for your group and setting but please be aware that all requests for speakers will be subject to availability.

*Name changed to protect identity

Looking for an experienced speaker to engage 
your church or group about missions?

Go to www.sim.org.au/speaker to make an enquiry or call 1300 746 580. 
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 MY reSPOnSe
 Please email me monthly enews about 

  mission   projects
 Please mail me SIM Project Focus newsletter
 Please mail me information about leaving a bequest to SIM 
 Please remove me from your mailing list

I will PraY
 Praying Together daily prayer points via  

  email   print

I will GO
 I’m interested in exploring mission; please contact me.

Comments _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

I will GIVe

SInGLe GIFt

    

reGuLar CredIt Card PLedGe

Regular Pledge gift^ to SIM’s project or missionary:

name & Country  ____________________________________

Project or Missionary # ________________________________

Frequency of pledge:  monthly     quarterly     yearly 

$  _________________________________________________

Payments to begin     Immediately oR  
 
date:   /   /  
 
recurring direct debit giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au/other-ways-to-give
 
Online giving is available on  
http://www.sim.org.au

^All donations to SIM will receive a receipt. SIM Australia will use gifts to meet 
the needs of the projects specified. Should a project raise funds in excess of its 
target, we will apply it to similar projects where most needed.

1.

2.

MY detaILS    *required fields
Supporter number (if known) __________________________

*Title Mr / Mrs / Ms / Miss / Dr / Rev /other 

*First name _________________________________________

*Surname  __________________________________________

*Address ___________________________________________
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
*Suburb ___________ *State ___________ *Postcode _______
 
*Phone ____________________________________________
 
Email ______________________________________________

PaYMent detaILS

Please debit my: 
 Visa   Mastercard   Amex

name on card   ______________________________________

Signature  __________________________________________

Card no.  
    /     /     /    

Expiry   /   

Please make all cheques payable to SIM Australia.

COntaCt detaILS
Po Box 42, Penshurst nSW 2222
www.sim.org.au
(P) 1300 746 580 
(E) partner.relations@sim.org.au

SIM Australia ABn 46 002 679 441
SIMaid ABn 43 484 030 223

Code MT145

Mission Together is a publication of Serving in Mission (SIM), an 
interdenominational evangelical mission. SIM includes Africa Evangelical 
Fellowship, Andes Evangelical Mission, International Christian Fellowship 
and Sudan Interior Mission.

SIM Australia mobilises people, prayer and funds to make Christ known.  
We facilitate missionaries from anywhere to everywhere to reach the 
unreached with the gospel of Jesus Christ and to partner with local churches 
to evangelise, disciple and share the love of Christ. We support a wide range 
of projects to minister to human need, including aid and development 
initiatives through our tax deductible arm SIMaid.

For security reasons, pseudonyms are used to protect some of the 
contributors and people mentioned in this newsletter. Copyright © 2014 SIM 
and its licensors. All rights reserved. Enquiries: media.support@sim.org.au

4.

5.

6.

3.

Project Project 
number amount

taX-deduCtIBLe

Where Most needed 68011 $

nOn taX-deduCtIBLe

Reaching the unreached Fund 09310 $

Eastern Mande Translation project 90206 $

galmi hospital Redevelopment 97450 $

oThER: $

Please send me a Heaven Sent gifts Catalogue Yes / no

tOtaL $



Facebook, or from friends and they text me free of charge if 
they have an internet connection. Some text me because they 
are impressed by my linguistic work, others because they are 
thirsty to learn more about Jesus. 

gado, a 23 year-old, sent me many messages which I initially 
tried to ignore because I didn’t know him. one day he said, “May 
the all-powerful preserve you for a long time.” I replied, “May 
Jesus who died for the sins of the world deliver you from all evil.” 
he told me that his father had died when he was young and he 
needed a father like me who could give him counsel. 

The days went by and I told him I had a lot of work and too 
many texting friends. he kept saying what a wonderful father I 
would be and I assumed he was after money. I ignored most of 
his texts. Then he said, “I need your advice concerning 
Christianity”. now he had my attention! I told him to ask 
questions and I would reply. his first question was: “how can I 
believe in Christ?” 

Since then, gado has made a commitment and started reading 
the Bible on his phone. he has connected with my cook, Sanusi. 
It turned out they were old school friends! Sanusi was able to 
share with gado about what it meant to follow Jesus. For 
instance, gado asked Sanusi if he had a girlfriend. Sanusi replied 
that there was indeed a girl who liked him, but she was of the 
majority group faith and her parents would not agree to a 
friendship unless he converted. “Well, why don’t you convert to 
her family’s religion?” asked gado. Sanusi replied that his love 
for Jesus was greater and he could never renounce his faith in 
him. 

Later this year, when I finish my translation project, I am 
planning on renting a large house near the university in Benin’s 
north where I can give up to twenty students free 
accommodation, teach them English and the Bible, as well as 
be a mentor figure. There are many needy students out there 
and they have a lot of respect for a septuagenarian – that is, 
someone in their seventies!

Ross Jones

SeVentY-SOMetHInG-
Year-OLd reaCHInG 

GeneratIOn X
For the past 48 years I have been 
translating the Bible with SIM into 
various West African languages. The Lord 
called me to this work when I was in 
Bible School in 1966. I have never lost my 
sense of call, which has extended from 
my first language, Boko, to five others.

In recent months I have been spending 
time every day texting students from 
Benin Republic. They find my address on 

Photo: Ross with the Benin Bible Translator team
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SIM Australia greatly 
values our older 

missionaries who bring a 
wealth of experience and 

wisdom to the field.     

Why not speak to a SIM representative about what 
opportunities might be a good fit? Contact us by filling 
out the enquiry form at the end of this newsletter, or go 
to: 

www.sim.org.au/enquire


