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CROSSING BARRIERS
FOR 125 YEARS

Crossing Barriers for 125 Years

SIM’s heart is for the billions
living and dying without ever
hearing God’s Good News. It was
Christ’s love that compelled our three
founders to take the Gospel to
communities where He was least known in Africa. And it is
the same love that compels our mission today.
As we celebrate, let us remember the many thousands of
workers who have gone before us. We celebrate because
God answers prayers, removing barriers to places where
many still live and die without His Good News. We rejoice
today because after 125 years of mission, tens of millions
are worshipping Jesus in response to hearing the Gospel.
4000 workers are serving across the world in more than 70
countries compelled by the same love! Like the Psalmist we
can say, “It is good to give thanks to the Lord and to sing
praises to Your name, O Most High” (Psalm 92:1).
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This year, SIM Australia will hold special 125th celebration
events throughout the country. I invite you to join us as we
celebrate and look forward with excitement to what the
Lord has prepared for us.

l witness

This year marks a significant
milestone for SIM - 125 years of
Serving in Mission!

One way that SIM Australia will mark the occasion is by
combining our two publications, Mission Together and
Project Focus. We believe this reflects SIM’s holistic vision of
mission where ‘word’ and ‘deed’ are inseparable. In this
edition, be encouraged as you read stories of God working
through His people and the diverse ministries and projects
of SIM today. Be inspired by the Oakley family who are
serving with Sports Friends in Thailand. Hear how SIM is
sharing Christ’s love with vulnerable women in partnership
with the CHETNA project in South Asia.

pe

“For Christ’s love compels us because
we are convinced that one died for
all…” (2 Cor 5:14 NIV).

e partner.relations@sim.org.au

instagram.com/sim_australia
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Crossing Spiritual Barriers to Buddhists
Did you know that almost a quarter of Australia’s people
were born overseas, and that four million of us speak a
language other than English? Australia’s rich cultural
diversity is reflected in our food, lifestyle and traditions.
Of course, with multiculturalism comes religious diversity.
According to the 2016 Census, just over half of Australia’s
population is Christian, but a number of other religions
are also represented. These include Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism and traditional religions.
Buddhism is the religion of 2.4% of the Australian
population. That means that among our neighbours are
more than half a million Buddhists, they’re here in our
own backyard. Our Buddhist friends are trusting in a
system that tells them they must be continually reborn so
that one day, if they are fortunate, they might reach
“enlightenment”. And they are headed for an eternity
separated from Christ… unless we cross the spiritual
barriers that separate us, and share God’s Good News
with them.
Buddhism’s roots are in the birth of “the Buddha”,
Siddhartha Gautama, in Nepal, probably in the fifth
century BC. Many Buddhists believe that he walked
immediately after he was born, and lotus flowers sprang
up wherever he placed his feet.
His goal, and the aim of Buddhism, was to achieve
enlightenment, and he devoted himself to teaching
others how to reach this state. He taught that people are
locked into a cycle of constant rebirth, and our actions
determine the nature of future rebirths (karma).
The Buddha also taught that the “illusion” that each of us
is unique and important results in our ignorance, greed
For Christians, the goal of Buddhism is futile because its
followers seek to achieve a state that says goodbye to
their own unique God-created individuality.
The challenge before us is to help Buddhists see that
our fundamental problem is not suffering, but sin. The

Mike Wilson
Church Engagement Coordinator

How can your church engage
with Buddhists?
Buddhists follow a religion that tells them that if they
develop the right habits, positive energy is generated and
that will lead to a more favourable rebirth. They need
Christian friends who will explain how they can be born
again, once and for all, and be assured of their salvation.
Because Buddhist practice is individual, not communal,
many adherents are deeply moved when they experience
the warm welcome of a healthy church. Let’s introduce our
friends to loving Christian community.

CALL TO ACTION:
With more than 125 years of experience in cross-cultural
mission, SIM Australia is ready to help you reach out to
Buddhist neighbours. Mike Wilson is SIM’s Church
Engagement Coordinator. He supports churches throughout
Australia in reaching out cross culturally and in developing a
mission culture. Mike and others in SIM are available to help
your church engage with local people from a Buddhist
background. You can make further enquires via our website
at: sim.org.au/churchengagement
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Eyes on the Goal
Coach Mhee lives in Thailand’s Esan region in the northeast,
where Buddhism is strong and drug addiction destroys
lives. Through his sports ministry, local boys develop their
soccer skills and hear the life-changing Gospel of Christ.
Equipped with a soccer ball and the Good News, Coach Mhee
is successfully keeping 25 boys away from drugs and despair.
But it’s not easy. The Esan region is one of the hardest places to
minister in Thailand. Church planters work in the area, but it is
vast and one-third of Thailand’s 68 million people live there.
So Gospel workers are spread out and quite isolated.
The locals are strong-minded and many are very committed to
Buddhism and folk beliefs. The few Christians put their hope in
the Lord and they persevere, knowing they won’t see much
fruit. Coach Mhee, the only Christian worker in the area, is
compelled by the love of Christ to share the Gospel. But he
needs fellowship and encouragement.
That’s why he’s thankful for the Sports Friends staff who visit
him and his soccer team. Sports Friends, a ministry launched
in Thailand in 2008, helps churches in South East Asia use
sport as a tool for evangelism, discipleship and church
planting. Sport attracts young people, and makes it easy to
build relationships. Bridges are built, barriers are crossed and
opportunities arise to share God’s love.
When Sports Friends puts on a Saturday Day Camp, children
from all over the area attend. The team trains them in soccer
skills, shares Gospel stories and testimonies, and engages
them in a competition. Equally important, they invest time in
discipling, mentoring and encouraging Coach Mhee. Their
support, and his passion for making Christ known, helps the
committed coach to persevere. “No matter how hard the work,
partnering with God is fun!” he says.

Mhee comes from a village close to the Laos border. Born into
a Buddhist family, he grew up following his family’s way. But in
his early twenties he came to faith and felt called to mission
when he visited a Christian sister living in the US. When he
returned to Thailand, he enrolled in seminary. There he met
the woman who would become his wife – she too wanted to
be a cross-cultural missionary.
After finishing their studies, the couple served for 13 years
with a church-planting team in Chiang Mai. During this time,
they regularly visited the place where Mhee grew up. As they
spent time with his family, they saw a great need for the Gospel
among the people. And they sensed that the Lord was asking
them to move back and do His work. They’ve been back in
Mhee’s home village for two years now. There they run
outreach ministries, host a small house church called “Home of
Hope”, and are committed to holistic evangelism and
discipleship.
Mhee has never received a pastor’s wage. He works his land to
live sustainably in the farming community. Although he helps
his neighbours as much as he can, his focus is working with
children and teenagers in the Sang Khom area through English
and sports ministry.
He has a beautiful vision to evangelise and disciple Thai youth
through sport, a vision shared by Sports Friends. He wants to
send young people out to live as Christians throughout the
country, believing that they have the potential to make a big
impact on Thailand.
Of course, many young people will leave the area to further
their education without accepting Christ. But Coach Mhee is
not discouraged. He’s content to plant gospel seeds and keep
his eyes on the goal, hoping that one day the boys he coaches
will put their trust in Jesus.

mission

“Moved by the millions unreached in
Thailand, we saw a small church trying
to reach out into the community.”
Rebecca Oakley, Sports Friends South East Asia

Meet the Oakley Family
Andrew and Rebecca Oakley, originally from Sydney, are making Christ
known in South East Asia through SIM’s Sports Friends ministry! Andrew
serves as Sports Friends Regional Co-ordinator in several Buddhistmajority countries. Rebecca writes...
“We originally moved to Thailand so that Andrew could be a coach trainer
helping churches use sport as a bridge into their communities. Seven years
later we have seen Sports Friends train hundreds of churches in South East
Asia who are ministering to thousands of youth. We have just launched a
year long mentorship to train 12 national coach trainers across South-East
Asia so even more volunteer coaches can be trained and equipped in a
sustainable and effective way to live, lead, minister and coach for the glory
of God”.

PRAY:
Nations
with millions of people who have
never heard the Gospel. Read some
of their stories – including Sports
Friends stories – and pray for them
using the new 10-day South East
Asia prayer guide. To receive a
complimentary copy, just tick the
box on the response slip at the back
of this newsletter, or order
sim.org.au/prayforSEAsia

GO:
Whatever sport you’re passionate about, we need people like you to
join Sports Friends teams in Thailand and other parts of the world.
Get in touch with SIM to find out more via our website at sim.org.au/
enquire or by using the form at the back of this newsletter.

give: (NOT Tax-Deductible)
Sport is a great way to cross barriers and share Christ’s love! Help us
keep the ball rolling by supporting the Oakleys (036538) as they
mentor coach trainers, or giving to South East Asia Sports Friends
through SIM’s Reaching the Least Reached Fund (09310). You can give
online via our website sim.org.au or by using the response form at
the back of this newsletter.
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Opening Doors in Continental Asia

I make guitars. And God is using my handmade guitar-making
business to reach out to young men from one of Continental
Asia’s ethnic minority groups. My team and I are putting
business to work for mission!
Our project has the aim of sharing the love of Jesus through
guitar making, mentoring and teaching business skills. We
are crossing barriers for the sake of the Gospel, by putting to
work the Business as Mission model. And it’s opening doors
for us into some of the least reached communities.
Young ethnic minority men have their own barriers to
overcome if they want to integrate into broader society. They
often lack skill in the majority language. Employment
opportunities that lead to economic mobility are not readily
available to them. And many do not have a strong work ethic.
So they are hindered when it comes to actively contributing
to the development of their culture. Through training them in
life skills, we want to help restore dignity in their culture. We
want to see them honour their families and take pride in their
accomplishments.
How does a guitar-making business address the challenges
facing minorities in Continental Asia? Significantly, it provides
an opportunity to work and acquire skills, we teach them
woodworking skills, and how to budget. In addition, these
young men are learning entrepreneurial skills, we emphasise
the importance of maintaining a good work ethic, and we
model values such as integrity, diligence and accountability.
As they work alongside those who follow Jesus, they are
discovering that leading means being servant-hearted.
Through holistic life skills training we want to provide these
young men with an opportunity to integrate into society. Our
vision is to see them learn and grow and begin to play their
own unique part.
Tom (SIM worker in Continental Asia)

PLAY YOUR PART:
Have you considered how God uses multiple talents and skills
in mission? Romans 12 describes how we all have different
gifts. When we put them all to work for the Kingdom, there is
harmony.

PRAY:
Business as Mission is just one way to cross barriers. Ask God
to inspire His people to initiate other creative ministries to
reach Continental Asia’s least reached minorities.

GIVE: (NOT Tax-Deductible)
If you would like to help young men learn to build guitars,
and develop good business skills and a strong work ethic,
please give to Reaching the Least Reached Fund (09310). Go
online to sim.org.au/reachingtheleastreached or use the
response form at the back of this newsletter.

GO:
Interested in using your gifts for God? We need joyful, hardworking and adventurous long-term workers who share our
vision to take the Gospel of Christ to the least reached.
Start a conversation with a SIM mobiliser about how you
could use your skills and talents to reach unreached minority
groups with the Gospel. Contact us via our website at:
sim.org.au/enquire.

“I remember walking around the courtyard beside a huge
idol when this little old lady came up to me and [my son].
I didn’t know her language and she didn’t know mine. But the
love I felt for her was overwhelming. It broke my heart to know
that I probably wouldn’t be able to learn her language well
enough in time to be able to share His love for her, nor be able
to find her again. There are millions and millions just like her.
I watched her walk around and around that idol, bowing
down in prostration repeatedly with her old, arthritic arms
and knees on the hard ground. Her hunched back clearly
showed this has been her whole life and all she’s ever known.
The only ‘hope’ she’s ever heard of.”
The Taylor family, preparing to serve amongst a minority people group
in Continental Asia

PRAY:
Please pray for the Taylors as they prepare to serve,
that God will raise up prayer and financial partners.

*representative image,
names changed to protect identity

meet the taylor* family

GIVE: (NOT Tax-Deductible)

The Taylors are a young family currently preparing to serve with SIM
Australia. The Taylors have a heart for a minority people group in
Continental Asia, most of whom have never heard the name of
Jesus.

The Taylors are prayerfully seeking financial partners
to help them get to the field. Would you consider
supporting the Taylors in taking the Good News of
the Gospel to the people of Continental Asia?

In a recent visit to the region, the Taylors were confronted by the
pressing need of these people to hear the Gospel and some of the
challenges they face;

If you are interested in supporting the Taylors please
contact Partner Relations by emailing partner.
relations@sim.org.au or calling 1300 746 580. Or, you
can use the response slip on the back of this
newsletter.

“Every single challenge we faced and will face is more than worth it,
given the great need we saw for people to go and show the love, grace
and freedom that our Father longs for everyone to know”.

INTRODUCING ALAN MILLHOUSE

PRAY:

Alan is the Regional Ministry Director for SA/NT/WA. His
role is to help facilitate more missionaries from SA/NT
and WA for Christ’s global mission with SIM.
A key part of Alan’s responsibilities is journeying with
applicants as they prepare to serve in mission. He has
been walking with the Taylors since they shared their heart
with SIM about serving in long-term cross cultural mission overseas.
Alan says…
“My role has been to journey with [the Taylors] as they prepare to serve;
answering questions, unpacking assumptions, talking about the challenges,
helping them to upskill, discerning God’s will together and encouraging them
through the high and lows. Another aspect of this journey has been to connect
with the [Taylor’s] church and help them to understand their role in sending
missionaries.
One of the most rewarding parts of my role is the friendship that develops with
applicants in walking with Jesus together in His mission. It is a friendship that
continues while they are serving overseas and it is a friendship that deepens
when they get back.”
.

Will you join us in praying for our Missionaries and
Home Ministry Team? Sign up for our Praying
Together prayer notes and new Home Ministry
Updates at sim.org.au/praywithus or by using the
response form on the back of this newsletter.

GIVE: (NOT Tax-Deductible)
The vital ministry of mobilising more people for
Christ’s global mission can only continue with your
financial partnership. We invite you to prayfully
consider becoming a SIM Home Ministry Partner –
join us in seeing the Gospel go out to the nations.
You can support our Home Ministry Fund (67100)
online at sim.org.au/homeministryfund or by using
the response form.
Mission Together |AUTUMN 2018 | Issue 148 |
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Preparing to Serve

projects

Spotlight on Women
Globally, issues surrounding women’s
rights and gender equality impact the lives
of millions of women. In South Asia,
vulnerable women face health, financial
and cultural challenges. SIM responds to
these issues, sharing Christ’s love through
partnership with the Chetna project.

representative image,
names changed to protect identity

© Debashis Biswas on Unsplash

HELPING WOMEN HELP THEMSELVES
Its name means “awakening”, and the Chetna project exists to
awaken voiceless, marginalised women in North India to the
transforming power of education, good health care and microenterprise.
Chetna is a socio-economic initiative of Duncan Hospital,
located in Bihar State. The hospital was established in the 1930s,
when Dr. Cecil Duncan started an open air dispensary under a
mango tree. Today Duncan Hospital is one of the largest mission
hospitals in North India, enjoying the goodwill of the surrounding
communities.

IN SOUTHERN ASIA:
Only about

1/2

primary-age
girls are
in school

44%
of women aged 20-24
were married

One-third of the world’s poor live in India, and 40% of her people
live below the poverty line. With a population just over five
million, the district in which the Duncan Hospital is located is one
of the most impoverished in Bihar state. Women are particularly
vulnerable because education is often not an option. Health and
hygiene standards are very poor and employment opportunities
are scarce.
SIM partners with Chetna as they work to empower women in
a number of villages by providing training in basic healthcare,
literacy and income-generating projects. Villagers – women in
particular – are learning to help themselves and better provide
for their families. Women learn how to perform antenatal checks
and to immunise, contributing to a reduction in both infant
and maternal mortality rates in the area. There is also a focus on
managing tuberculosis and malnutrition.
Working hand in hand with Chetna, we long to see many more
girls and women in North India awaken to their potential.

before age 18

50%
of women do not

©SAM Nasim

receive adequate
care during
childbirth

The number of
young women
in the labour
force

30%

Sources: UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2014
UNICEF, State of the World’s Children 2014 in Numbers: Every Child Counts
The World’s Women 2015, Trends and Statistics, Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, United Nations, New York 2015

projects

ENCOURAGED AND EMPOWERED
Khushboo’s stubborn gaze and steady hands are surprising in
one so young. She meets people’s eyes, speaking confidently
to patients and village leaders alike.
Like most girls from her village, Khushboo grew up accepting
the established gender roles. She would do housework in her
parents’ home until the day she moved into her husband’s
home. The best women didn’t leave their husband’s house
until they were carried out – when they died.

A local organisation has promised Khushboo a job when her
children are older and she can work full time. She will oversee
maternal and children’s health initiatives in many villages.
Khushboo is so glad Chetna reached out to her with training
and encouragement. She hopes that she too can make a big
difference in the lives of women and girls.

She didn’t expect to have an education or to get involved
with the community. But then one day she met a Chetna
worker who taught women how to run healthcare centres for
mothers and children. Did she want to receive the training?
Soon Khushboo was learning how to give pre-natal exams
and vaccinations. She was encouraged to apply for the job
of village asha, a nurse who oversees basic healthcare needs
and arranges hospital visits. Not knowing how to apply, she
didn’t give it much thought. After that she got a job providing
family planning information, and then another job 400
kilometres away. Eventually she decided to return to help her
own village.
Now Khushboo is married and has two small children. She has
reconnected with Chetna friends, who are helping villages
provide their own healthcare. When she heard there was a
position open for an asha, she applied for the job … and got
it. She is responsible for three wards, around 2,000 people,
and all have a 100 per cent vaccination rate.

GIVE:
Your gifts will help the Chetna project meet the health
needs of impoverished women and girls in North India.
Donations to SIM’s Community Transformation Fund (09320)
will enable more women to receive life-changing training
and greatly benefit their families. If you’d like to help a
woman find her voice, please give online at sim.org.au/
communitytransformationfund or by use the response
form at the back of this newsletter.
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Empowering Women - Daily Bread
Kavya* lives in a part of South Asia where many families struggle to survive on
less than a dollar a day. Mothers and children spend their days searching through
garbage heaps for food. More than 70 per cent of women have not finished basic
education – many have never been to school.
Although she did her best to help her mother and the rest of the family, Kavya felt
powerless. She knew that her culture considered girls to be a burden. She expected
a hard life: cleaning house and bearing children. What else could she hope for?
But one day a friend told Kavya about Daily Bread, a project with a vision to impact
the lives of 20,000 families in extreme poverty. Daily Bread’s School and Vocational
Centre cross barriers to show Christ’s love in action. They empower vulnerable
women and children through education and skills training.
At the school more than 200 children receive a high quality education (primary to
mid-secondary level). The vocational centre offers one-year and two-year courses,
training women in tailoring. Training in entrepreneurial and marketing skills
prepares them for future business ventures.
When Kavya enrolled at the vocational centre, she began to hope. Five years later,
she reports: “I have learned so much. I’m now able to stitch clothes for myself and
my family. I also make clothes for others, so I am earning a living and helping my
family.
“I’ve been able to send one of my sisters to school, and now she is learning so
much. So the training I’ve received has helped my whole family. And I’ve gained
confidence in myself. I have also learned life values, such as the importance of
giving and helping others. Values like these are far more important than money,
because they will help me get through in life.”
Uneducated, impoverished women are vulnerable. So the Daily Bread project
aims to give them tools that will protect and sustain them. The vocational centre
accommodates about 30 women at any one point. Those who complete the
course have a much greater likelihood of finding employment and experiencing
an improved quality of life. They are less likely to suffer abuse or to be the victims
of crime.
Kavya smiles as she says, “I don’t feel like quitting my training anytime soon. I still
want to learn many things. When I am at the centre, I feel happy and I belong.”

*representative images used, names changed to protect identities

Spotlight on Esther*
Esther and her husband pioneered the Daily Bread project in South Asia.
Following the death of her husband in 2007, Esther and her daughter carried
on this ministry. Alongside her team, Esther provides quality education and
empowerment to marginalised women and children in a large urban city. In
2015, she received an award for her service to women in South Asia. Now
based in Melbourne, Esther has a heart for sharing with churches and other
groups about her ministry and journey.
Esther is available as a guest speaker for mission events, youth groups, prayer
groups, and other ministry events. Contact us via our website at sim.org.au/
speaker or use the response form at the back of this newsletter.

GIVE:
The Daily Bread project seeks to educate disadvantaged
children and empower marginalised women in South Asia.
Would you like to help make education a reality for a girl
or train a woman in a skill so that she can support her
family? Please give to SIM’s Community Transformation
Fund (09320).
Go online to sim.org.au/communitytransformationfund or
use the response form at the back of this newsletter to
make your tax-deductible gift.
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SIM invites you to pause and praise God for His wonderful
works of mission throughout many generations.
ration
SIM’s 125th Celeb
“One generation commends your
works to another;
They tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of your glorious
splendour of your majesty and I will meditate on your
wonderful works.”
Psalm 145:4-5

Come and thank God for the many thousands of workers who have gone before us, compelled by their love for Christ to take the Gospel to
communities where He is least known! In 1893, SIM’s founders – three young men were burdened to take the Gospel to sub-Saharan Africa
where there was no Christian witness. Today, there are more Christians in Nigeria than any Western European country.
Come and hear a sample of inspiring stories from our SIM Australian missionaries and alumni. These stories are told by ordinary people who
serve as Christ’s witnesses in distant, difficult and sometimes dangerous contexts. And yet, it is the love of Christ that compels our workers
and motivates them to persevere. This is a common thread throughout all our missionaries’ stories.
Come and look forward with hope to the new things God is doing and the part you can play in God’s Mission! Join us in praying for a
new generation of Gospel workers who are compelled by the mighty, overflowing, unconditional, sacrificial love of Christ.
Please don’t miss out on celebrating with us the wonderful works of the Lord!

Sydney’s Celebration Dinners [Cost: $40] Register now: sim.org.au/sydney125thevents
Ryde

Mortdale

Saturday 26 May 2018, 6pm

Saturday 22 September 2018, 6pm

St Anne’s Ryde Anglican Church

Mortdale Community Centre

(42 Church Street, Ryde NSW 2112)

(2b Boundary Road, Mortdale NSW 2223)

Registrations close 9 May

Registrations close 5 September

Keynote speaker: Dr Omar Djoeandy (SIM Australia National Director)
Theme: ‘For Christ’s Love Compels Us’

Express your interest for events in other regions at sim.org.au/celebrate125

SIM Australia mobilises people, prayer and funds to make Christ known. We facilitate
missionaries from anywhere to everywhere to reach the least reached with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to partner with local churches to evangelise, disciple and share the love
of Christ. We support a wide range of projects to minister to human need, including aid
and development initiatives through our tax deductible arm SIMaid.

