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INTRODUCTION

God's heart for the nations is a theme that runs from Genesis to Revelation. From the very beginning, God has always
commissioned his people to be a blessing to the nations. Something so important to the One we call Lord must also be
very important to us. This book is your invitation to see the world and your place in it from God’s point of view.

God is working powerfully in our world today to draw people to himself. He is using the events of history for his own
purposes and he is bringing his people together for a tremendous work of grace in the nations.

How can you be more fully involved in the awesome, joyful task of reaching the world?
We pray that God will use this studyguide to touch your life for the sake of his kingdom.

The changes that can result from this study will enrich the rest of your life and through you will impact others for eternity.
As you make God’s agenda your agenda, he will bring purpose and fulfillment to your life along with overflowing joy.

The world is singing a sad song. Let's teach the world to sing a New Song! Let’s invite people to be part of the eternal
choir that will sing praises to our Lord forever.

“Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of alll”

STUDY 1 -LET’S START AT THE VERY BEGINNING
Genesis 11:1-9; 12:1-9; Galatians 3:28-29

Airports, restaurants, malls— wherever you go, you hear people speaking many languages.
In our world of cultural diversity, it’s amazing to think that at one time, long ago, “the whole
world had one language and a common speech” (Genesis 11:1).

When we lived in Nigeria, we studied Hausa, one of over 300 languages in that country
alone. As we struggled to learn a language so different from our own, we often wished that
the Tower of Babel incident had never taken place. It took so much work to learn how to
communicate in another language! But as we began to understand Hausa, it became a delight
to us. To this day, sometimes only a Hausa word captures what we want to say. It’s hard to
imagine a mono-cultural, mono-lingual world. “O for a thousand tongues to sing my great
Redeemer’s praise!”

1. What experiences have you had with learning a foreign language? What was most frustrating to you about the
process?



Read Genesis 11:1-9

2. Why were the people building the tower (verse 4)?

3. Why might limitless human potential be a problem (verse 6)?

4, What would confusing the language do to the peoples’ feelings of pride
and self-confidence?

5. Do you think this confusion was an act of judgment or an act of mercy?
Why?

Scripture has two basic themes. One is that God wants to bless us with his salvation. The
second is that God wants us to be a blessing to all the peoples of the earth. Both themes are
strong in God’s covenant to Abram (later renamed Abraham).

Read Genesis 12:1-9

6. What command did God give to Abram? What promises?

7. Note how old Abram was at this time. How would you feel about
uprooting your home and leaving your country at this age?



8. God promised Abram a great name (verse 2), even though previously
God had condemned the name-building plans of the people of Babel
(Genesis 11:4). What do you think was the difference?

9. What was the purpose of God's blessing to Abram?

What was the scope of God’s promised blessing?

Read Galatians 3:28-29

10. How does the passage explain the way God’s promise to Abraham has
been and will continue to be fulfilled?

11. If God were calling you to a different place of greater service and
usefulness, what things might hinder you from responding?

Pray that God will give you new openness and willingness to be available
to him. Pray for the kind of courage Abram had which enabled him to obey
God wholeheartedly, so that the nations can be blessed through you.

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

Do you think that cultural diversity was part of God’s original perfect plan
or that it came about as a result of sin due to the Fall in the Garden of



Eden? Genesis 11 certainly describes the separation of languages of God’s
response to the evil pride of the people. But that does not mean this was
necessarily a curse that would need to be reversed in the age to come.
Perhaps God originally intended for diversity in cultures and languages to
come about naturally over time as people spread out and populated the
planet. But because of the people’s pride, God brought about this diversity
instantly.

After the Tower of Babel, there were approximately 70 people groups.
Today there are more than 10,000 people groups, and about 6,500
languages are spoken. The Scriptures are available in 2,000 of those
languages. Pray for Bible translators in their key role. Perhaps you or your
group could help to fund a Scripture translation or a Jesus evangelistic
film translation for an unreached people group. For more information about
how you might get involved, contact Wycliffe Bible Translators, PO Box
2727, Huntington Beach, California 92647; or the Jesus Film Project, PO
Box 62822, Orlando, Florida 32862-9841.

STUDY 2 - THE NATIONS ARE WATCHING
Exodus 19: 1-6; Deuteronomy 4:1-9; 1 Peter 2:9

Do you ever wonder why God formed a special, chosen nation like Israel? Why should one race be singled out for God’s
special affection? This act was not an exclusive, anti-missionary act on God’s part. It was an integral part of his plan for all
the nations. God chose Israel to be distinct from the other nations so that his ways would not perish on earth, but would
be preserved for all of humankind. When God called Abraham, it was as if he were saying, “ If the human race as a whole
will not serve me, | will call out a special nation to be my people. Then | will reveal myself to the rest of the world through
them.”

Though Israel failed in many ways, God’s purposes continued to unfold. Through Israel we received the Scriptures and
the Messiah. The church was founded by Jewish believers and the first Gentile converts were brought to Christ through
the ministry of Jews. Today’s study describes the role that God intended for Israel in the world. But it isn’t just ancient
history; the same role is our responsibility today.

1. If you could design “an ideal nation,” what would it look like?

More than 600 years have passed since God called Abraham. The nation God formed has grown to over two million
people, and they have just been rescued from slavery in Egypt.



Read Exodus 19:1-6

2. God says that he carried the Israelites “on eagles’ wings” out of Egypt.
What does this metaphor show us about God? About Israel?

3. What was God asking Israel to do (verse 5)?

What promise was he giving to Israel?

4, For whom would Israel be “a kingdom of priests”?

Read Deuteronomy 4:1-9
5. What was at stake for the people of Israel in following God’s decrees and laws (verse 1)?

6. In what ways might the people have been tempted to add to or subtract
from God’s laws (verse 2)?

7. How do verses 3 and 4 illustrate the seriousness of God’s command in
verse 17

8. Why was Israel to observe God’s laws carefully (verse 6)?

9. What would the nations learn about God and about the implications for a
nation governed by God (verses 6-8)7? 5



10. If a nonbeliever were describing your personal life, how would it
resemble what the nations observed about Israel?

How would your local church’s life compare?

11. Give examples of the human tendency to forget God (verse 9). How can
we guard against this?

Read 1 Peter 2:9.

12. Through Christ, we too are God’s chosen people. Why has he made us
“a royal priesthood” and a “holy nation”?

13. The nations are still watching. In what ways could your life be used as
a redemptive blessing to the peoples of the earth?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

As you pray for the nations, you are carrying out one of your priestly
roles. Faithful intercessory prayer for the nations is hard work. But we
know that God’s eternal purpose is to bring people from every people group
into his kingdom. Prayer is our joyful privilege as God’'s royal priesthood.

Prayer is also a strategic way for all Christians to be involved in world
evangelization. In Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, David
Bryant observes:

What if you could travel anywhere in the world, To anyone in deep
need, and stretch forth a loving hand to help them? Did you ever stop
to think that prayer allows you to have such a limitless mission? As far
as God can go—geographically, culturally, spiritually—prayer can go. 6



How can you intercede more effectively for lost people? One valuable tool
for intercessory prayer is the book Operation World by Patrick Johnstone.
This book gives information about every country of the world and includes
prayer needs that are pertinent to each nation. You will find more valuable
prayer helps in the book Catch the Vision 2000 by Bill and Amy Stearns.
See the Resource section at the end of this guide for more information.

STUDY 3 - EVERYONE'’S INVITED TO THIS PARTY
1 Chronicles 16: 1-36

National holidays are times when people show pride for their nation. October 1 is Independence Day in Nigeria. Anzac
Day makes April 25 special in Australia and New Zealand. July 1 is Canada Day. When we were in Australia on July 4
one year, we were quite honored to have our Australian friends help us celebrate our American Independence Day by
displaying an American flag and decorating a dessert with red, white, and blue icing. That is most unusual in today’s
world!

Israel’s first big national celebration took place when the ark of the covenant was returned to Jerusalem. The ark was a
special gold-covered box that reminded Israel of the powerful presence and eternal promises of the Lord God Almighty.
David had been anointed as king of all Israel, he had defeated the Philistines in battle, and now it was time to restore the
ark to its rightful place among God’s people. You will see that as the people celebrated, David longed for all the nations to
join the party.

1. What are the most important national holidays in your country? What are
some of your childhood memories of celebrating these special times?

Read 1 Chronicles 16: 1-36

2. From verses 1-7, list all the things David and the people did to make the celebration so special. (Look back at 1
Chronicles 15:23-28 to find more things they did to celebrate.)

3. In what ways did David urge the people to celebrate God’s greatness (verses 8-13, 23-25)?

4. Note the places in which David speaks of “the nations.” Why should David be interested in other nations (verse 8)
during this Israeli holiday? 7



5. National holidays are often occasions when important people give
speeches about the history of the day. Verses 14-22 summarize key points
in the history of Israel. What is the overriding theme in these verses?

6. In today’s world nations break treaties, corporations break contracts,
and individuals break promises. In light of this, what comforting truth is
there is verses 14-227

7. Christians are sometimes criticized for being intolerant of the religion
of other people. How would David answer such critics (verses 25-27)?

What are the benefits of worshipping the true God, according to these
verses?

8. Today some churches are known primarily for their commitment to
missions. What might David say to a church deeply committed to worship,
but not enthusiastic about cross-cultural missions?

What might he say to a church with a strong interest in missions, but a
shallow, perfunctory interest in worship?

9. In verses 28-30 David says to give praise or “ascribe glory to the Lord.
“Who is encouraged to worship the Lord, and how are they to praise him?

8



10. An exuberant worldwide party is described in verses 30-33. What
causes the celebration and why is this cause to rejoice?

11. From your study of this passage, how are missions and worship
related?

12. How does this passage encourage you to be more joyful in celebrating
the presence and power of the Lord in your life?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

Reflect on these thoughts from John Piper’s book Let the Nations Be Glad:

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is.

Missions exists because worship doesn’t...When this age is over, and
the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the
throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity.
But worship abides forever. Worship,therefore, is the fuel and goal in
missions... The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the
greatness of God.”

What is your reaction to this definition of missions? What stereotypes does
it challenge? What implications would it have for the behavior and
activities of missionaries, or for any of us sharing our faith with others?



STUDY 4 — BLESSINGS AREN’T FOR HOARDING
Psalm 67

Walk into any bookstore and you'll find that most of the titles on display
are self-help books. All of us have concerns about our careers, our
marriages, our children, and our health. We long for self-fulfillment and
for success. We pour our energy into self-improvement and look for ways
to be more comfortable.

Many of these concerns are legitimate, but focusing exclusively on our own
problems often kills missionary vision. How can we have a passion for
people of other cultures when we are consumed with worries about our own
well-being? Often we are so infatuated with ourselves and our own needs
that we are blind to God’s heart for the world. Psalm 67 is a song for
people who long for God’s blessing. And beyond that longing, you'll find
there is a purpose for blessing that will give your life eternal significance.

1. What are some of the longings, worries, or distractions that tend to
deaden a vision for cross-cultural missions in your life or in the life of
your church?

Read Psalm 67.
2. This song begins with a plea for God’s gracious blessing. It is based on the famous blessing for the people of Israel in
Numbers 6:24-26. In what ways are you hungry for God’s blessings?

3. Think about the poetic phrases of this blessing in verse 1. What might
your life look like if God's face were shining on you?

4. According to verse 2, why does God want to bless his people? How is
this purpose different from the expectations many people have for gaining
God’'s blessing? 10



5. Some people see evangelism or church planting as the goal for
missions. Others focus their efforts on alleviating human suffering.
According to verses 2-3, what is the ultimate goal for missions?

6. In light of verse 4, think through the international news of this last
week. Which nations of the world seem to be glad and joyful?

7. Why do you think the gospel—the message of God’'s love in Christ—can
cause joy for the nations?

8. What difference would it make in your country if the judges and political
rulers made wise and just decisions one hundred percent of the time?

9. Sometimes missionaries are accused of pushing their own religion down
other peoples’ throats. What is the emphasis and motivation of verse 5?

10. What is needed before the land will yield its harvest (verse 6) and
before God can bless us?

11. Some might say that the task of world missions is impossible to
accomplish. What do the two promises given in verse 7 tell us how world
missions will end? 11



12. Make a list of all the ways that God has blessed you through
relationships, life events, spiritual gifts, heritage, skills, education, and
resources. What keeps you from sharing with others what God has given
you?

How can these gifts be channeled to be a blessing to the nations?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

Many Christians have been willing to give of their resources and skills to
be a blessing to others. School teachers have taught at missionary schools
for a term; people with computer skills have helped set up efficient
systems in a missions office. Other Christians have left their homelands or
given their lives for the gospel. Of thirty-five missionaries who went to
Ghana between 1835 and 1870, only two lived more than two years. Some
nineteenth-century missionaries packed their belongings in coffin-shaped
boxes that could also be used for their burials, since death was so
common. People continue to give their lives for the sake of the gospel
today, from martyred itinerant evangelists in China, to believers in Islamic
countries, to the missionaries recently murdered by a gorilla group in
Colombia.

God is probably not calling us all to be martyrs for his sake; but we need
to be willing to share what we have or to suffer for his sake. At the very
least, we need to ask ourselves: How will | participate in God’s purposes
for the world? What drives my daily agenda? What captures my most
creative thinking? How can | use my skills for the Kingdom? Am | willing to
share my blessings with the nations?

STUDY 5 - THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
Isaiah 42:1-7; 49:1-7; selected passages

When Scottish missionaries Tom and Grace Archibald first went to Kagoro,
Nigeria in 1927, the people of the area were headhunters ruled by fear.
The gospel revolutionized this tribe in one short generation. In the 1960s,
the chief of Kagoro described it this way: “Forty years ago we lived in
complete darkness. Eight out of ten babies died. No one could read.

12



Our one thought was warfare. Now look at us. Our people are clothed and
gentle. They are leaders in other communities. Fewer than two out of ten
babies die. You will even find pagans copying the way of living of the
Christians, because the light of Jesus is strong.”

Jesus is the light of the world, and his love can make a powerful
difference in our actions and attitudes. Do others see his strong light when
they look at the way we live?

1. Charles Spurgeon said, “We live in such a dark world that we must
not waste the tiniest piece of candle.” Tell about a Christian you
know whose life is like a light in the darkness.

Read Isaiah 42:1-7.
2. This passage is the first of four “Servant Songs” in the book of Isaiah.
What do you learn about the Servant’'s relationship to God (verse 1)?

3. This particular Servant Song is quoted in the New Testament several
times in reference to Jesus (see Matthew 12:18-21). What do you learn
about the Servant’s character in this passage?

4. What is the scope of the Servant’'s mission?

Read Isaiah 49:1-7.
5. These verses speak both of the nation Israel and of the Servant Messiah. What was God’s purpose for the nation
Israel (verse 3)? for the Servant (verse 5)?

13



How did the people of Israel respond to God and to his Servant (verses 4
and 7)?

6. What is the expanded mission that God gives to the Servant (verse 6)?
What motivated this enlarged plan?

Read these additional passages that affirm what God will do among the nations.
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the

LORD, as the waters cover the sea.(Habakkuk 2:14)

“My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the

setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will
be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the
nations,” says the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 1:11)

7. What assurances does Isaiah 42:7 and the above verses give us about
the nations’ ultimate response to God’s Servant?

8. Reading the daily news headlines doesn’'t offer much hope for our world.
How might these verses encourage your faith?

Read Acts 13:44-48.
9. Though Israel failed to display God's splendor to the world, how did God’s purposes continue to unfold?

Read the following verses.

Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault
in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.
(Philippians 2:14-16) 14



10. What characteristics make God’s people shine like stars in a dark
world?

11. What further responsibility do we have beyond living blameless lives?

12. What are some effective ways you have found to “hold out the word of
life”?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

“If you want to see what God is doing, read the newspaper. His hand is
there. Although He may wear gloves and not leave fingerprints, He is still
in control of the major events in this world” (Bob Sjogren, Unveiled at
Last).

When you look for God’s hand in the crowd of current affairs, you read the
news with a different perspective. You praise God that Albania, once
considered the hardest nation of the world to get into, is now wide open to
the gospel. After seventeen years of Marxist rule in Ethiopia, you see new
freedom for witness and you pray that God’s people will meet the challenge
during this window of opportunity. As you read about developments in
China, you “stand on tiptoes” to see how the cause of Christ will be
affected in that huge land.

God’s people should pray with the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in
the other hand. Ask these questions about international news stories: What
does this mean in the cosmic battle for the glory of God? For the health
and welfare of Christians? For the oppression or growth of the national
church? For the spread of the gospel? For new hazards or opportunities for
missionaries?

Make a special effort this week to see the world through God’'s eyes.
Choose one “hot spot” for which to offer a “kingdom prayer” each day this
week.

15



STUDY 6 - IF YOU HAVE GREAT NEWS, TELL SOMEBODY
Matthew 28:5-10, 16-20

You might think that the task of world missions has been pretty much
accomplished. It's true that this has been a century of tremendous
advances and there are more Christians in the world today than ever
before. One hundred years ago, Korea was unreached and considered
impenetrable. Today the country is 30 percent Christian and there are
thousands of churches in Seoul alone. Indonesia, the world’s largest
Muslim country, is around 20 percent Christian. There will be more
Christians in Africa in the year 2000 than there are in the West. At the
beginning of this century, South America was called “The Neglected
Continent.” Now it is experiencing “The Second Reformation” as Protestant
churches grow at an astounding rate.

The sacrificial efforts of thousands of dedicated missionaries and those
who have sent them have paid rich dividends. But because of rapid
population growth, there are also more non-Christians in the world than
ever before. The task of missions is actually greater today than it was one
hundred years ago! This is not a time to sit back and relax. It's a time for
action and commitment.

1. What kinds of “good news” do people typically spread quickly?

Why is it that we are often hesitant to spread the good news of salvation?

Read Matthew 28: 5-10.
2. The angel said, “Do not be afraid.” What fears might the women have had?

3. In what ways did the angel reassure the women (verses 6-7)7? 16



4. What was the women'’s response to the angel's words (verse 8)? To Jesus himself (verse 9)?

5. Find all the references to “going” and “telling” in this passage? Do you think this is a natural response to hearing some
good news? Why or why not?

Read Matthew 28:16-20.
6. How did the disciples respond to the women’s news and to Jesus himself
(verses 16-17)?

7. How would you characterize your own response to spiritual truth? Are
you quick to obey and worship the Lord, or do you struggle to believe?

8. How does Jesus’ authority (verse 18) validate his command (verse 19-
20)?

9. Note the words, all, everything, and always (verses 18-20). Discuss the
implications of each use of these strong words.

10. Look carefully at all the instructions Jesus gives in these verses. In
what ways does Jesus’ commission go beyond the initial task of
evangelism?

17



11. If the emphasis of this command is more than evangelism, what are the
implications of this for missionary activity?

12. Though these were Jesus’ last words to the disciples, this was not a
brand new command. How do our studies up to this point show that the
“Great Commission” here is a theme throughout the Bible?

13. How can Jesus’ commission become more of a central theme in your
life?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

Study this “Big Arrow of Life.” Every person is somewhere along this arrow
in his or her life journey. The missionary task is to help people in every
place move closer to the goal of being like Christ.

Maturity in Christ

Leadership Development

Discipleship

Church Planting

New Birth

Evangelism

Pre-Evangelism

18



Think about the missionaries you know who are working cross-culturally.
What is the primary focus of their outreach? Whether it is pre-evangelism,
evangelism, or leadership development, pray earnestly that God will
empower their efforts. Pray that as people come to Christ they will become
mature disciples equipped to bring others to Christ. Thank God for more
than 145,000 missionaries from non-western countries who have become
strong disciples and are now crossing themselves with the Good News.

STUDY 7 - DON'T JUST STAND THERE - GO!
Acts 1:1-11

If you knew you had only five minutes to live and all the world was
listening to hear your words, what would you say? Before his ascension,
Jesus knew he was leaving his disciples, at least physically. With his last
earthly words, he wanted to remind his disciples that their work was just
beginning. Wherever they went, they were to tell people the good news
about Jesus.

Some people seem to think this was an afterthought of Jesus as he
ascended on his way up through the clouds. “Oh yes, | almost
forgot,...there’s one more thing, folks. You need to be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth.” But as we’ve seen, missions is
really the central message of the whole Bible. Leslie Pelt, a friend of ours
ministering in Nigeria, ask, “Why is it that Christians try so hard to obey
everything else Jesus taught, but when it comes to the Great Commission,
they often ignore it?” It seems that many Christians are inward-looking,
and see worldwide witness as an afterthought, something to do when
everything else is in place. God challenges us to get going.

1. Is it really all that bad for churches or individuals to be inward-looking?
Why or why not?

Why do we so often ignore the Great Commission?

19



Read Acts 1:1-11.

2. Some people may think that the record of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection is merely a fairy tale. Look at Luke 1: 1-4
and Acts 1:1-5. What do you learn about Luke’s research methodology that would convince Theophilus of the accuracy of
the report?

3. What convincing proofs did Jesus give to help his disciples know that he
was really alive?

4. Look at verses 4 and 5. Why did Jesus tell his disciples to wait in
Jerusalem?

Why do you think he had to command them to wait?

5.The disciples asked Jesus about a timetable for political liberation from
Roman oppression. What did Jesus say about the timing for the kingdom
(verses 6-8)7?

6.While it is good for Christians to be involved in politics, what did Jesus
tell his disciples was even more important?

7.Why is it important to link the power of the Spirit with the task of
witness? 20



What might happen if a church only emphasized the power of the Holy
Spirit, without a concern for the task of evangelism? What might be the
problem if a church tried to emphasize the task of witnessing, without the
Spirit? Can you think of examples of either of these situations?

8.Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth describe an ever-
widening circle of outreach. Each ripple takes a person further from his or
her comfort zone. Christians around the world have very different circles
of outreach.

What is your Jerusalem (family, neighbours, school, friends, or work
colleagues)?

What is your Judea (people in your town or city who have a lifestyle
similar to yours)?

What is your Samaria (people in near cultures with some similarities and
significant differences)?

What are your ends of the earth (people far from your culturally, whether
near or far geographically)?

9.Describe the events in verses 9-11. How would you have felt if you were
watching this with the disciples?

21



Why do you think Jesus went to heaven in such a dramatic way?

10. From these verses, what can you learn about the second coming of
Jesus?

11. From what you have learned in this passage, describe the vision and
activities of a healthy church.

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

The early Christians were not merely spectators—they were in on the
action. It’s sometimes tempting for us to be admirers of Jesus, perhaps
even enthusiastic spectators. But Christ calls us to committed action.
Obviously, not everyone can cross geographic boundaries to be part of the
action, but all believers can have a part in making God’'s name known and
honoured in all parts of the earth. To what aspect of world missions is God
calling you? Keep your heart open to whatever God is asking you to do in
your Jerusalem, in your Judea, in your Samaria, and in your ends of the
earth.

One way you can strengthen outreach to all of these spheres is to help
your local church develop a passion for missions. Churches have a
tendency to be inward-looking and to focus on their own needs. A church
can’'t be balanced and healthy without a vision for reaching the world for
Christ. You will find excellent suggestions for enriching your church’s
missions involvement in the book Catch the Vision 2000 (on pages 187-
190). The Advancing Churches in Missions Commitment organization has
special handbooks and ongoing help for mobilizing missions in your church
(Box ACMC, Wheaton, IL 60189). Various mission agencies also have
resources to help your church.

22



Reaching every people has always been God’s plan and deepest desire.
Most often, he does this through the church. Ask God to rekindle a vision
for missions in your church, and make a commitment to be part of the
action.

STUDY 8 - YOU’'VE BEEN APPOINTED AMBASSADOR TO THE WORLD
2 Corinthians 5:11-6:10

Imagine picking up the phone one day and learning that you have been
appointed as a foreign ambassador for your country. Thoughts of prestige,
political clout, and exotic travel fill your mind. Serving as an ambassador
to another country is indeed a distinguished honour. It also carries
enormous responsibility.

The apostle Paul makes the astounding declaration that we are
ambassadors for Christ. What an awesome assignment! We are called to
represent the King of Kings, the very Son of God. What higher commission
could we have than to be Christ’s personal representative? Paul’'s picture
of an ambassador, though, is not one of glamour, but of hardship, trouble,
and sleepless nights. But the rewards are there too— “having nothing, and
yet possessing everything” (2 Cor. 6:10). What could motivate someone for
this task? Let’s discover the answer in today’s study.

1.Who was Christ’s ambassador to you? How did you hear that God wanted
to be your friend through Christ?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-15,

2. What were Paul’s motives for ministry? How do these motives fit
together?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2.

3.What might it mean to regard someone from a worldly point of view?
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4 What does reconciliation mean? (Look up the word in a dictionary).

5.Describe a time when you were alienated from someone and then reconciled. How did you feel before and after?

6.How does this passage describe the reconciliation God has provided for us?

7.What responsibility as Christ's ambassadors?

Read 2 Corinthians 6:3-10.

8. How does Paul model the responsibility of an ambassador in his ministry
to the Corinthians?

9.What resources for ministry do you see in this passage?

10.What kind of “results” does Paul have to report in this passage?
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11.How do Paul’'s results compare or contrast to the “marks of success” we
look for in ministry today?

12.How does Paul’s example challenge or encourage you in terms of your
own ministry?

13.To whom is God calling you to be an ambassador on his behalf?
Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

By now you have a strong picture of God’s heart for the world. Reaching
the nations with the message of reconciliation is God’s top priority. How
will you align your life so that your agenda matches God’'s agenda?

You are called to be an ambassador. You may be able to cross
geographical boundaries for the sake of Christ. Nothing could be a higher
privilege. Or you can build relationships with students, refugees, or
immigrants from unreached people groups working or living in your
community. What an exciting opportunity! Imagine being an ambassador to
Ghana, to India, to France, or to Uruguay by sharing the message of
reconciliation with people from those countries who are living and working
near you. They, in turn, may be future key leaders in their countries where
they can take the light of the gospel.

Explore ways to be a missions mobilizer in your area. Make a commitment
to give sacrificially of both your finances and your time for the cause of
world missions. Pray that God will raise up a host of people to be his
ambassadors.

STUDY 9 - THE HALLELUJAH CHORUS IN 6,500 LANGUAGES
Revelation 5:1-14; 7:9-17

Is cultural diversity a temporary phenomenon here on earth, or will it
endure throughout eternity? We don’t know for sure, but in the book or
Revelation, the apostle John repeatedly tells of people from every nation,
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tribe, people, and language giving praise to Christ, the Lamb. We’ve been
blessed to worship in many nations with people from numerous tribes and
languages. We always find that the various expressions of praise reflecting
different cultural backgrounds enrich our worship immeasurably. So it
seems that cultural diversity could be a way of magnifying the glory and
praise given to our Lord throughout eternal ages.

Imagine singing alongside redeemed ones praising God in Amharic,
Gourma, Maninka, Urdu, Bengali, Quechua, Aymara, Russian, Swedish,
Arabic, Mandarin—and thousands of other languages!

We like to think that the Spanish language Carol grew up with in Ecuador
and the Hausa language we learned in Nigeria will be a part of the great
eternal choir, complete with drums and shakers!

This last study will give us a glimpse into the last chapter of God’s
redemption plan, still to come in the future. It’s a vision that brings
meaning and purpose to all of life. As you read today’'s headlines, put them
in the context of this “last chapter” of history and rejoice in the victory
that is already assured! We're not sure how all the languages will blend
together in the eternal song, but we know it will be a magnificent choir. Do
you think the orchestra is beginning to tune up?

1. What is the best musical group you've ever heard or participated in?

Read Revelation 5:1-14.
2.The scroll described in this passage is a book that reveals the future destiny of the world. Why is Christ (the Lamb) the
only one worthy to open this scroll with the seven seals (verse 9)?

3.0ne of the elders calls John to look at the Lion, but when John looks, he
sees a Lamb! What do you think is the significance of Jesus being both a
Lion and a Lamb (verses 5-6)?

4 Describe the response when the Lamb takes the scroll.
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5.Look closely at the three songs. Who makes up each group of singers?
How is the Lamb described?

Revelation 6,7, and 8 describe the opening of the seven seals on the
scroll, each unfolding future events of judgment. Just before the seventh
seal is broken, a vast multitude breaks into praise again before the Lamb.

Read Revelation 7:9-17.
6.Describe the scene in these verses. Who makes up the vast crowd? What are they doing and what are they wearing?
7.What qualifies this multitude to stand in white robes before the Lamb

(verse 14)?

8. What is the new role of these redeemed ones? What will their God do for
them?

9. Think about the world’s many musical styles and the cultures they
represent, from the rich choral sounds of Europe to the up-beat reggae of
the Caribbean. Do you think the mighty choir that sings a new song to the
Lamb will incorporate diverse musical styles and languages? Why or why
not?

10.How does these scenes from Revelation encourage you in what seems
like a chaotic world?

How do they motivate you in the task of world missions?
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11. What action will you take to help get the good news to every nation
and people group?

Seeing the World through God’s Eyes

Read the whole book of Revelation, noting the way that the two themes of
worship and mission are continually intertwined. Make a note of this in the
margin of your Bible each time these themes appear.

Let the vision of multitudes from every language and people worshiping the
Lamb motivate you to actively share the good news wherever you are!

LEADER'S NOTES

Study 1 / Let’s Start at the Very Beginning

Question 1. The first question of each study will help your group approach
the theme of the passage before actually reading the Scripture. Often it
will also help you to know each other in new ways.

Question 3. Group members may note that we usually think of human
potential in a positive sense—especially when people are working together.
But the human heart is desperately evil, and power often leads to further
corruption. Apart from God’s interventions, our tendency as a human race
is to forget God and to go our own way.

Question 4. You may want to refer to experiences group members
described in question 1. People who are learning a foreign language often
describe the experience as humbling, like being babies who are just
learning to talk. There is no room for pride when you can’t speak and can't
understand!

Question 5. Left on their own, the people’s pride would have led to self-
destruction. God could have punished them with a plague or some other
catastrophe. Instead, he mercifully scattered them.

Question 6: The moral deterioration of the human race was the setting of
God’s call to Abram. Note that Abram did not begin life as a Hebrew. He
was called out from an idol-worshiping people group (see Joshua 24:2) to
begin a whole new nation. By faith, Abram was asked to exchange the
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known for the unknown and to find his reward in what he would not live to
see. He obeyed, walking away from his home and toward God’s promise of
even greater things in the future.

Question 10: Abraham’s blessing to the nations would come through
Christ, Abraham’s offspring. The apostle Paul says, “If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
So the promise given to Abraham centuries ago comes true as the message
of the gospel is taken to all the nations, and through faith in Christ people
become “heirs of the promise” God made to Abraham.

Study 2 / The Nations Are Watching

Question 2. Encourage group members to think about various
characteristics of eagles. The image is a beautiful picture of God’s tender,
protective care and the utter dependency of his people.

Question 4. Israel’s mission was to be God’s representative to the other
nations. She was to be a servant nation rather than a ruling nation. God
wanted Israel to be a display-people, a showcase to the world of how being
in covenant with God changes a people.

Question 6. Adding to God’s laws is one of the errors of legalism—making
God's laws more detailed and more burdensome than he intended. On the
other hand, Israel was often tempted to dilute God’s laws to make them
more convenient or less demanding. Encourage group members to give
examples of how these same temptations plague us today.

Question 7. The sin of the people of Baal of Peor is described in Numbers
25:1-9. The men of Israel began to indulge in sexual immorality with
Moabite women and this led to worship of the Moabite gods. The Moabites
led the Israelites into abominable practices such as sacrificing infants to
Baal. God’s anger burned and 24,000 died in a plague.

Question 9. “Other nations would recognize a ‘specialness’ about Israel—a
specialness stemming not from natural endowment or racial genius, but
from the grace of God who has gifted them with comprehensive guidelines
for the whole lives” (lan Cairnes, Deuteronomy: Word and Presence.
International Theological Commentary, p.56. Grand Rapids, Mich.:Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1992).
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Study 3 / Everyone’s Invited to This Party!

Question 4. King David was far from perfect, yet he was “a man after
God’s own heart.” His psalms are full of references to “the peoples,” “the
nations,” and “the ends of the earth.” He understood God’'s heart for the
world.

The people of Israel also understood their role among the nations.
Moses and Joshua continually challenged them to serve God
wholeheartedly so that other nations would be drawn to their Creator. But
we all know the story of Israel’s dismal failure to be a unique God-serving
nation. For nearly 400 years after Joshua’'s death, God’s people went
through cycles of rebellion and repentance. God blessed the people of
Israel when they were a witness to the nations, and punished them when
they failed to be a light to the Gentiles.

Question 5. Group members will notice the theme of the covenant, or the
faithful promises of God. The ark was to remind the people of God’s
eternal covenant.

Question 10. Most people would not think of having a party to celebrate
the coming of a judge. But God’s people look forward with joy to the
coming of the Lord as judge because all evil and wrong will be ended.
Encourage the group to reflect on what the world will be like after the
Judge comes to do away with all sin, pain, and sorrow.

Study 4 /| Blessings Aren’t for Hoarding

Question 2. Encourage group members to be honest in expressing the
blessings they long for (perhaps by thinking back on what their recent
prayer requests have been). It isn't wrong to long for God’s blessing. This
question can help us identify the desires we have and the blessings we
long for, and then perhaps God can enlarge our vision and show us a
purpose for the blessings he gives to us.

Question 4. God’s blessings in our lives are double-pronged. He gives
good gifts to his children and wants them to enjoy these blessings fully.
But there is a purpose beyond personal comfort—sharing those blessings
with the nations.

Question 10. Harvest might refer to a physical harvest of material blessing
or to a harvest of people coming to Christ. But the harvest might also refer
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to the return of Christ when the effects of sin are overcome. People will no
longer struggle by the sweat of their brow and the harvest will not be
choked by thorns and thistles (Genesis 3:17-19).

Question 11. What does it mean that “all the ends of the earth will fear
him”? The New Testament tells us that every knee will bow before the Lord
Jesus (Philippians 2:10). Those who have not been born again have much
to fear because of coming judgment. Those who have been adopted into
God’'s family through Jesus Christ do not fear rejection, but have a
reverent awe of God's greatness and a fear of breaking fellowship with
him.

Study 5 / This Little Light of Mine

Question 2. Who was this servant? “These verses are about the Servant-
Messiah, not the servant Cyrus (as in chapter 41). Israel and the Messiah
are both often called “servant”. Israel, as God’'s servant, was to help bring
the world to a knowledge of God. The Messiah, Jesus, would fulfil this task
and show God himself to the world” (Life Application Bible, p. 1028.

Wheaton, [11.:Tyndale House Publishers, 1990). The other “Servant Song”’
passages can be found in Isaiah 49, 50, and 52.

Question 11. It isn’t enough for Christians just to be a presence in
society. Along with holy living, we need to articulate the gospel message,
or “hold out the word of life.” People can be attracted to the light of the
gospel through our lives, but then they need to know just what the Good
News is.

Study 6 / If You Have Great News, Tell Somebody

Question 1. We have a friend who is zealous about a particular brand of
vitamins. She even approaches strangers on the street to tell them they
look a bit pale and need vitamins! Encourage group members to think of
examples of people who are eager to “convert” others to a particular
product or idea. The point is that we are quick to tell people about all
kinds of “good news.” But we often hesitant to tell them of the most
wonderful cure in the world—salvation.

Question 3. Encourage group members to look at all the angel did and
said. The angel comforted the women with news of Jesus’ resurrection and
invited them to look at the empty tomb for themselves. Then he gave them
a task: “Go and tell.” Finally, he assured them that they would see Jesus
in Galilee. 31



Question 8: Because Jesus conquered death, he has all authority in
heaven and on earth. He could have used his authority to become Israel’s
national messiah. He refused that role because he had a much larger
mission—a world mission.

Question 10. David Howard explains that this text could be translated “as
you go...make disciples. It isn’t a question of whether or not we are to go.
This is assumed. But, as we go, we are to make disciples” The Great
Commission for Today, p.66. Downers Grove, [11.: Inter Varsity Press,
1976).

Question 11. Many people, including some missiologists, think that the
whole missionary task is evangelism. Their idea is that once people
become Christians in another culture, the missionary should move on. But
the goal is maturity in Christ. So missionary activity needs to go on and
teach everything that Jesus taught, as well as doing initial outreach.

Study 7 /| Don’t Just Stand There—Go!

Question 2. Acts 1:1-11 is an important transition passage between the
four Gospels and the history of the early church. Acts is the continued
story of the apostles and disciples into the next generation. Both the
Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts were written by Luke.

Question 5.The disciples still had the temptation to be inward-looking
rather than looking beyond the needs of Israel. They still had much to
learn about Jesus’ world mission.

Study 8 /| You’ve Been Appointed Ambassador to the World

Question 1. Take some time to hear from each group member about his or
her introduction to the gospel. This can be a powerful lead-in to today’s
passage as well as a time to know one another in new ways.

Question 2. Notice that Paul is motivated both by fear of the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:11) and by Christ’s love (verse 14). Both are legitimate and
necessary reasons for being involved in the ministry of reconciliation.

Question 6. Second Corinthians 5:21 is one of the most powerful
statements of God’s gift of reconciliation—our sin was exchanged for
Christ’s righteousness. This allows us to become new creatures (2
Corinthians 5:17).
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Question 9. Help group members to see resources such as endurance, hard
work, purity, understanding, patience, kindness, love, the Holy Spirit,

truthfulness, the power of God, and “weapons of righteousness.” Paul
summarizes his resources with his familiar theme of strength through
weakness: “having nothing, and yet possessing everything.”

Study 9 / The Hallelujah Chorus in 6,500 Languages

Question 5. Notice that the praising choir becomes increasingly larger and
more inclusive. It begins with the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders falling before the Lamb. Then they are joined by an infinitely large

number of angels. Finally, all of creation joins in the song. Including every
creature in heaven, on earth, and in the sea.

Question 7. The Great Tribulation is the period of intense hostility to the
things of God before Christ returns. Some believe it can also refer to the
suffering of believers throughout the ages. In either case, it is the
believers who remain faithful to God who will be with him eternally, safe
forever under his protection.
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WHAT SHOULD WE STUDY NEXT?

To help your group answer that question, we’'ve listed the Fisherman
Guides by category so you can choose your next study.

TOPICAL STUDIES

Becoming Women of Purpose
Barton

Building Your House on the Lord
Brestin

Discipleship, Reapsome

Doing Justice, Showing Mercy,
Wright

Encouraging Others, Johnson
Brestin

Examining the Claims of Jesus,
Brestin

Friendship, Brestin

The Fruit of the Spirit, Briscoe

Great Doctrines of the Bible,
Board

Great Passages of the Bible,
Plueddemann

Great People of the Bible,
Plueddemann

Growing Through Life’s

Challenges, Reapsome

Guidance & God’s Will, Stark

Higher Ground, Brestin

How Should a Christian Live?
(1,2, & 3 John), Brestin

Marriage, Stevens

Moneywise, Larsen

One Body, One Spirit, Larsen

The Parables of Jesus, Hunt

Prayer, Jones

The Prophets, Wright

Proverbs & Parables, Brestin

Relationships, Hunt

Satisfying Work, Stevens &

Schoberg

Senior Saints, Reapsome

Sermon on the Mount, Hunt

The Ten Commandments,
Briscoe

When Servants Suffer, Rhodes

Who Is Jesus? Van Reken

Worship, Sibley
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BIBLE BOOK STUDIES

Genesis, Fromer & Keyes

Job, Klug

Psalms, Klug

Proverbs: Wisdom That Works,
Wright

Ecclesiastes, Brestin

Jonah, Habakkuk, & Malachi
Fromer & Keyes

Matthew, Sibley

Mark, Christensen

Luke, Keyes

John: Living Word, Kuniholm

Acts 1-12, Christensen

Paul (Acts 13-28), Christensen

Romans: The Christian Story,
Reapsome

1 Corinthians, Hummel

BIBLE CHARACTER STUDIES

Ruth & Daniel, Stokes

David: Man after God’s Own
Heart, Castleman

Job, Klug

King David: Trusting God for a
Lifetime, Castleman

Elijah, Castleman

Men Like Us, Heidebrecht &

Scheuermann

Strengthened to Serve
(2 Corinthians), Plueddemann
Galatians, Titus & Philemon,
Kuniholm
Ephesians, Baylis
Philippians, Klug
Colossians, Shaw
Letters to the Thessalonians,
Fromer & Keyes
Letters to Timothy, Fromer
& Keyes
Hebrews, Hunt
James, Christensen
1 & 2 Peter, Jude, Brestin
How Should a Christian Live?
(1,2 & 3 John), Brestin
Revelation, Hunt

Peter, Castleman

Paul (Acts 13-28), Christensen

Great People of the Bible,
Plueddemann

Women Like Us, Barton

Women Who Achieved for God,
Christensen

Women Who Believed God,
Christensen
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